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PREFACE. 



The following Discourses^— on a. subject 
somewhat difficult to treat, clearly and 
plainly — were preached many years ago, 
and were occasioned by a direct interference 
with the concerns of my Parish ; the details. 
G^ whrch, as tha jsubject has been long for- 
gotten, r shall not enter into. 

A plain >iew of the leading scope of St. 
PauKs Epistle to the Romans seemed, at 
the time, peculiarly necessary, as some 
lamentable cases occurred, iu consequence 
of .Calvihistic doctrines. 

I have givcfh niy own opmion, foimed on 
the most deliberate reflection, and con vie- 

I. 

tion, hut do ii6t arrogate to myself, that 
most intolerant and inconsistent of all pre* 
sumptions in a Protestant, a right to ar- 
raign or condemn the opinions of those^ 
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who, with the Bible before thein, have 
been led to different condusions. 

I have witnessed the baleful effect of 
Calvinistic doctrines ; and I cannot admit 
the main points of this gloamy creed, with- 
out resigning my understanding, rejecting 
the plain word of God, or believing, with 
the Valentinians, 

Tov Aix&oXop Xf)gfjLoy,pxTtpot. 

Irencsus, page 26. 

One observation is important, which I 
believe has never been pointed out before. 

Calvin^s scheme,, of personal predestina- 
tion, is that ^ of XKomas Aquinas, the 
angel of the Roman Catholic Schools f f 
So, also, is the definition of what are 
called " EXPERIENCES** in religion !* a term 
so dreadfully abused in the seventeenth 
century, and so liable to abuse at all times. 

As a parochial minister, I thought tKe 
best and least offensive way of answering 
Calvinistic and other tracts^f in order to 
shew that the belief of particular ekctimf 

* See page xvii. 

t If it be said, that surely every one has a right to 
disperse what religious boolc he pleases ; I answer, un- 
doubtedly he has. I have also a right, as a clergyman, 
to examine those hooka I meet with, and aa«wer what 
I W\m\i%aiseriptHral\ particalarly,if, in these tracts, the 
righlt of cofuciencey which we concede to all, are nol 
C9ncedtd to t(#. • 



or of sensible experiences, was neither 
useful nor necessary for a christiati^ would 
be to explain, as well as I was able, in terms 
that the meanest understanding might com- 
prehend, not only the general purport of 
St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, from a 
false view of which these doetrines, as I 
believe, have been derived ; but particularly 
to examine those passages which, viewed 
distinctly and separately from the' main 
argument, have been the occasion of other 
mistaken views. 

The following Discourses, written with 
this paiticular object, have no other preten-^ 
sions than those of plainness and perspicuity : 
but in points disputed, I hope they will 
enable those for whose use they were writ* 
ten, to give a ^' reason for their faith/' tfhen 
k is attacked^ 

Various excellent commentaries have beeif 
written; but there are none which gt^ a 
plain and compendious view of tbe^ Epistle 
lid' the Romans, suited to the circumstances 
under which these discourses were composed 
and preached. 

In speaking on disputed topfes, I have 
made it a point to adhere aft much as possible 
to sciiptural uoordi ; knowingtliat mfsunder-i 
standings have arisen, and always will; arise, 
from xmscriptural and undefined words. 
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I have made no quotations, and drawn no 
argument from the book of Revelations^ 
because no truth can be established from 
prophecies not yet fulfilled^ and from that 
which is professedly ^ven as a vmon. 

After laying down sora^ generalt and I 
hope sound principles, I have divided the 
subject of these discourses, first, into those 
points which relate to doctrines ; secondly, 
those which relate to the inward dispositions 
and affections of the heart; and thirdly, 
those which relate to the familiar intercourse 
of a christian life, which I think is the mode 
pursued by St. Paul himself. In doing 
this, I have endeavoured to convince those 
to whom these discourses were preached, 
that to the int^rity of christian truth, or 
the purity of a christian life, neither gloom 
nor austerity are necessary on the one band, 
nor enthusiasm or melancholy abstraction 
on tlie other. 

As to words, a great deal would be 
gained to the cause ot' truth and cIi^tT, 
if all terms and combinations of woras 
were avoided as much as possible, except, 
such as are found in the gospel itself; 
and if no positions were deduced froqi 
them, but the immediate meaning thejr 
sti'ictly convey : and also when JecUngs 
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are tDScerned, if the corredives and defmtions 
genen^jr added by St; Paul were constaatly 
and c^ef^IIy kept id view. 

With respeQ to. the scriptural definttioa 
of ^f/i^X) a certain rule can never be 
obtained, ^but we must be guided by. the 
general teiionr of the gospel ; and at lease 
always rebember those feelings which are 
defined.; ..^.I am not speaking of feelings 
excited Ixy the consciousness of individual 
crimes, (V the heart knoweth its own bit- 
** terness/;*) but of the habitual feelings of 
coipmoaxhristians. 

As to the intercourse of life, I have kept 
my eye .p^teadily upon the pi6lare of St. Paul 
himself^ ,, The nature of my subje:^ made it 
necessary for me to draw a slight and jm- 
perfeft sketch ; but this nee^ not now be 
tegrcited,' after the recent and more animated 
portrait from the pious and eloquent More* 

If any parts of these discourses should 
appear to' the more accomplished reader to 
approach in style to '* homeliness/* he will 
recoHcft that the only objeft I had in view, 
was to make the subjcft plain for plain people. 

In respeft to some points on \^hich I may 
bethought to have spoken too peremptorily* 
and uncharitably, particularly with regard t6 
Calvin, 1 beg to be understood that I neither 
have thrown, nor wiA to throw, the slightest 
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^mpatatjon on those who sincerely and coo* 
scientiouslv think his opinions, or any part or 
shade of tnem, to be scriptural. If I have 
made use of expressions which may be so 
understood, I deeply regret it, because with 
any man's sincere and conscientious belief I 
have no right to interfere. I condemn only 
tht assumed infallibility and consequent into^ 
lerance of others. As to myself, I with 
temperately, but firmly, to vindicate what I 
sincerely believe to be christian truth, and 
the doArines of the church to which I belong, 
however weak an advocate ; but as I most 
fttt\y grant the rights of conscience to all, of 
whatever name or communion of christians, so 
I hope that the same wilt not be denied to me. 

For the mode in which I have spoken of 
tlie individual John Calvin himself, I make 
no apology or concession. Conscientioua 
religious opinions are sacred ; but I trust we 
may always speak of treachery and bloodshed 
without an •Mr*' or a " but;'* although 
with respcft to the aft of the murder of 
the wretched Servctus, I know that all the 
churches in Switzerland, and many others, 
as well as distinguished individuals, did justify 
that aft at the time.* 

If it be said, that in Calvin's religious opinions 
there is interwoven much which is scriptural^ 

* See Appendix. 



I answer undoubtedly : so there is in Servetus 
himself, although Calvio, when the pooi* 
wretch under the terrors of death entreated 
his forgiveness, exhorted him " to ask of the 

*' ETERNAL GoD FORGIVENESS, for having 

** attempted to blot three hypostases out 
" of his essence!!" 

It might lessen the respeft which the parti^ 
cular or Calvinistic Baptists bear for the name 
of the stern reformer of Geneva, if it were 
generally known among them, that one of 
the articles for which Calvin exerted himself 
to get Servetus burnt, C-^nd for which 

HE WOULD HAVE burnt THEM,) WaS thc 

** blasphemous denial of infant baptism." 
The 37th article drawn up by Calvin against 
Servetus was, *' that he had written and pub- 
*' lished horrid blasphemies against infant 
*' baptism/' 

I have already spoken of religious feelings ; 
I must further say, that as it is impossible there 
can be any exaft agreement; so, if it were 
possible, it might not be necessary, as such 
feelings must depend so much on the state of 
every man's mind. One man may feel a con- 
sciousness of a£^ual crimes', from which ano- 
ther may be free. But independent of that 
repentance and humiliation which all sinful 
creatures, standing in the sight of their Maker, 
must confess to be necessary, a mistaken idea 
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IS often encouraged, that without having 
first experienced the deepest lacerations of a 
wounded heart, no one can be a christian. 

The murderer of a father or mother could 
not express, under the agonies of remorse, 
greater horror, than some individuals are 
taught to express, under what is called the 
awakened convi£iion of sin. No difference is 
made between the conscience of this man, or 
that of another, but each in turn is described 
as in the agonies of horror or despair. 

Where are such violent and exaggerated 
feelings found in the gospel of our Lord? 
True, most true, a deep sense of our sins and 
infirmities, as fallen creatures, is required, 
from one end of the gospel to the other^ 
The first word uttered by him who pre- 
pared the way, was, repent ; and the first 
word spoken by the divine preacher was, 
repent. And he who was justified rather 
tljan the other was the publican, who smote 
his breast, and said, " God be merciful 
•* to me a sinner !** The purest man that 
ever lived might say, in the language of our 
church, " we have erred and strayed from 
•* thy ways like lost sheep ; we have left 
•^ undone that which we ought to have done, 
*' and we have done those things which we 
•* ought not to have done ; and there is no 
•* health in us. But thou, O Lord, have'' 



•* mercy upon us, miserable ofFendersj spare 
** Thou them which confess their faults; re* 
" store Thou them that are penitent." But 
in the language of our church, as in that of 
the gospel, there is nothing tumultuous ; no 
frantic ravings ; no exclamation of horror. 
The tear of Christianity is that of meek and 
lowly penitence, not of agpnizing remorse. 

The religion of those who preach such 
feelings is caught from each other, ftot learned 
from the word of God; and out of many 
histories of conversion, I have not found 
one of a person converted ro such Christi- 
anity BY THE BIBLE 1 and yet we have 
been sometimes told to look into our bibles, 
to see that this excited fitatc of feelings is 
common. TtTe only cases which are like 
it, and which I havo seen adduced to shew 
the necessity of -such impassioned >?orro v, are 
two in the Old Testament, and two in the 
New. Now let us examine these cases, and 
see whether one^ out^f them all, applies, or 
can apply, to us as christians in general. 

David has said^ ** I have watered my couch 
** with tears, I have no rest by reason ofmy 
•* sin :*^ and well indeed he might, having 
committed adultery a«d murder ; halving 
^ murdered an innocent man, to defile an in- 
nocent woman. When we have committed 
such crinjes, let us equal him in his agonies 
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of remorse, God only can pardon, who sees 
the heart. 

Wc are told further, to justify such ex- 
travagance as I have mentioned, to look at 
Job. Job indeed exclaimed, in the bitterness 
of the moment, " let the day perish in which 
" I was born.*' But Job was tried in a 
manner which never, perhaps, will happen 
again; the Lord saying unto Satan, *' Be- 

•* HOLD, HE IS IN THY POWER !'* He loSt 

in one hour all his earthly comforts^ his 
children, and fell to the ground, desolate 
in his angoish, switten and forsaken of 
God. " Yet in all this Job sinned not;*' 
and many years before Christ came upon 
earth, expressed the resignation of a christian. 
*• Naked came I out of my mother's womb, 
^* and naked shall I return unto the earth; 
*' the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
" away; blessed be the name of the Lord!*^ 
'W'e presume, then, that the case of Job can 
be no case of comparison with us, generally 
speaking; and if we would imitate his language, 
let it be that only of his pious resignation. 

6uch are the examples brought from the 
Old Testament, to shew us that we ought 
' to have the same feelings before we can be 
converted. Let us turn to the New Testa* 
ment* One example is that of Su Paul, and 
another of St. Peter. Of St. Paul, when he 
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vras miraculously converted; and of St. Peter, 
ivhcn he converted three thousand at once ! 

Let us see how little either of these cases 
can apply to us. St. Paul, it is said, ivas 
dismayed, and ** suddenly fell to the earth /" 
and therefore we are to express the like 
horror and dismay. But recollect for a mo- 
ment, how different is the case. St. Paul was 
supernaturally and miraculously called, in the 
midst of lightning, and when the ^' voice of 
** God himself was heard from heaven.** Yet 
how calmly is even this awful and supernatural 
event, the most stupendous visitation in the 
history of revelation, recorded. '* And sud- 
•' denly there shined round about him a light 
*' from heaven, and he fell to tne earth, and 
^' he heard a voice; and he trembling and 
^* astonished said, ^ Lord, what wilt thou 
** have me to do?** 

In the first place, then, this example can 
be no example for christians in general ; in 
the next place, even if it were, there is nothing 
here described of feelings more than so awful 
a circumstance must naturally produce. How 
far removed from passion are these feelings! 
and when St. Paul describes the same event 
himself, his language is still more composed. 

The conversion of three thousand i)y St. 
Peter is among the examples I had chosen 
to illustrate the perfeA sobriety of the scrip^^ 
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turc tyle, in comparison with that of enthu- 
siasts: but the example has been adduced in 
favour .of a contrary opinion : therefore be- 
cause the Jews, *• who crucified the Lord 
" of life," at the preaching of St. Paul were 
" pricked to the heart, and cried out. What 
** shall we do ?'* those who have not cru- 
cified the Lord of life, nor done any parti- 
cular aft, on account of which they feel the 
pangs of remorsCy are to be raised lo a greater 
emotion than is even described by St. Peter, 
when he addresses the guilty Jews. 

Those who think such an excited state of 
sensations necessary for devotion, call christ- 
ians less ilifluenced ^* lukewarm professors.** 
Compared with such exaggerated accounts, 
both St. Peter and St. Paul must be ranked 
as ** hikewarm professors." 

The Reformers of our church evinced the 
most profound wisdom, dispassionate judg- 
ment, and accurate knowledge of the scrip- 
tures, when they guarded every doftrine 
from the extremesto which they might lead, 
by keeping them as close as possible, without 
visions and without theories, to the intirenefs 
of scripture, considered with reference to its ge- 
neral spirit, and comparing words with wordsy 
and passages with passages. By these means 
they did not dwell on one part to the exclu- 
sion of another; exaggerate the necessity of 



some dofirines^ and diminish the regard i^ 
others; press into a nari-ow view the first part 
of St. Paul's epistle to the Romans, and over- 
look the last ; take a separate text to support 
a partial opinion ; but kept the consistent and 
harmonious whole constantly in view* 

Hence th^y vindicated without reserve the 
dodrines of a fallen and corrupted state of 
man, "far gone from original righteousness;" 
but without pressing ' this doftrine into the 
black mass of moral putridity^ derived from 
the idea of a *' sovereign principle of evil," 
which, in its exaggeration of shade and 
sorrow, had its origin from Pirsiari darkness^ 
not from Christian light. They held fast 
faith^ the deep foundation of christian hope 
and christian charity; but regarding equally 
the apostolic authority of St. James and St. 
Paul, never separated it from its natural and 
legitimate fruits; or in the smallest degree 
countenanced the Mahometan* doftrine of 
" faith without works," *and called it the 
gospel of Jesus. 

All that related to the inward spirit, of 
love, of joy, of consolation, of animation, 
they never attempted in the smallest manner 
to repress ; but only to regulate and subdue 

* A eedl ef Mahometans^ described by D'Herbelot, 
(Bib]iothe(|ue Orient.) hold tbU opinion. 
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to the scripture test; to try them by the 
gospel, not the gospel by them^ as is boldly 
done by Barclay ;§ lest the seraphic abstrac- 
tions of corrupted Platonism might be mis- 
taken for the fervent and unafieAed feelings 
of christian devotion. 

The doftrines of eternal decrees they 
admitted with great circumspeAion, and . 

§ I trust it will not be conceived, from what I have 
said of Barclay,, that I would speak with the slightest 
disrespeA of the religious society called Quakers. No 
one has a higher veneration than myself for the memory 
and virtues of William Fenn. Many paits of Barclay's 
Apology are delightful ; but the first position must lead 
to error* and tend to generate 8uc4i enthusiasts as Naylor, 
who rode into Bristol under the name of Jesus Christ! ! 
The recurrence of such fanaticism is only prevented by 
the Society's internal regulations, and strong moral cor- 
reftives. So that they are thus obliged, after all, to try 
the Spirit by common morals^ which they disdain to try 
by the Bible! By these means, however, though their 
whole theory is shaken, they preserve their society among 
the most exemplary of the christian world. 

I CHnnot here pass by a most important observation 
by Barclay ; it is this. If it be said, the « Spirit'* is an 
uncertain and dangerous test of truth, so also, he affirms, 
is the Bible itself; for as many dissentions, animosities, 
and extravagancies have arisen among those who profess 
to make the Bible their rule, as among those who make 
the " Spirit" their rule. He then speaks of the deplo- 
rable excesses in Germany after the Reformation. Now 
the answer is plain. People do nbt. agree who make the 
Spirit their rule ; because without immediate inspiration 
they eannot : they do not agree, when they profess to 
make the Bible their rule, because th£Y will not. 
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perhaps purposely left obscure; referring 
every man to scripture upon this disputed 
pointi and suffering him to judge for himself* 
They approached the shrine of divine truth 
with humility and veneration, holding everf 
thought in deep and obedient subje£kion» 
From the awful record of the holy volume 
they seemed never to divert their look. The 
faith they spoke of was the apostolic faith, 
combined with hope and charity ; whilst their 
devotional spirit was equally guarded from 
rapture on one hand, as their devotional 
feelings were from the uncertain^' experi* 
^* ENCES,"* the instantaneous conversions and 

* Great stress having beeo laid on the word 

'* experience/! as a proof of our progress in grace^ by 

Uiose'who accuse the Church of Eughnd as being liatf 

Popish^ it may be necessary (as this word is only used 

ttince by St. Pattl* and not at ail by Jesus Christ, or anjr 

apostle except Su Paul) to trace it to its << birth-place.'* 

The wordy in most of the tracts which I hare seen» it 

used in conjunction with an assurance of being in the way 

of grace. Where then are we to find this ** experience* 

peculiarly applied to religious feelings, and conne^ed 

with a «' eweet" asturancet In the dusty and forgotten 

corners of the Popish uchofils lurks this rery «« experience," 

whiC'i blooms anew in the works of many modern divines^ 

who would cast it away <« like a filthy rag>*' if they had 

known from whence it came. The words of the angelic 

doctor, Aquinas, are these: *' Qui accipit Gratiam, 

<< per quandam * experientiam dulcedikis,' novit se 

«< lUam habere, quam non exferitur, ille qui npn ac» 

<« cipit,*' The " sweetness*' is accounted for by Thomag,, 
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sweet infusions of Thomas Aquikas, od 
the other.^ 

Perhaps I may in some instances be thought 
over fastidious in reje^ing unscriptural words 
and combinations, but it is a fault, at least, 
on the right side, and cannot mislead. And 
I would beg the reader to consider how much 
uncharitableness and strife have arisen from 
want of this attention. 

I will only mention a very few of the 
names of seds, and shadows of se6ls, which 
appeared soon after the Reformation; each 
opposing, and vehemently condemning, and 
crneily persecuting each other, for no- 
thing but words not icriptural. Consub- 
^tantiation was armed against transubstan* 
tiation. Here were Solifidians, Anti-Dia- 
phorists. Confessionals ; there Adiaphorists, 
Calvinists, Anti-Calvinists, Triss-Sacramen- 

layiog **U is like manna ;'* but after all hft ackoowledgea 
it is not a certain test. 

** He who has received (gracei) knows that he has 
<< received it by » certain bxperisnce of sweetness^ 
<< which he who has not received it does not experi- 
XNCE.'* Translation of Aquinas.—*' The justificatioa 
** of a sinner is in an instant^ not. in succession.** 
** The < iNFtJsiON* of grace is in an instancy not in 
M succession.'* Ibid. 

§ Justificatio impii non est successivai sed instan- 
TANBA ! Aquinas, Ques. cxiii.-*GRATi^ Infusio fit 
INSTANTJ9 absque successione ! ! Aquinas, ibid. 



tarianSi Anti-Sarcarians. Here Zwinglians 
ttmplei and Zwinglians significative, and 
Anti-Swalfeldians ; whilst the humble wor« 
shippers of Jesus, such as poor Philip Me* 
lan£lon, hung then- beads, and said^ '^ alas ! 

*• WHERB ARE CHRISTIANS ?*'t 

Having constantly, attentively, and seri- 
ously read the scriptures, I could form no 
other conclusion than that which in the sin- 
cerity of my soul I did form. As I know 
men of piety and intelleftual eminence had 
come to a different conclusion, I thought it 
a sacred duty I owed to such charaAers to 
weigh their arguments ; and I have, there- 
fore, paid more attention to their writings, 
than to the writings of those who may view 
the subjeA in the same light with myself* 

f In coniidering attentitely this auljeAy I found it 
neceatary to go much deeper, to trace the ori^nal sources 
of error and corruption ; and there is now m the presst 
by the author of this book, an Historical Sketch of the 
chief Causes which have led to the perversion of the plain 
sense of the Bible, from the earliest ages to the present. 
1//. From the £?ii Principle and l^estiny of the 

Persians. 
id. From the fanaticism of MontanuSj and the morose 

Puritanism of his disciple Tertullian. 
5d> From the stilly contemplative^ and 8erapbic> ab- 

stra^ion of the later school ol Plato* 
And 4/A, From the scholastic, abstruse, metaphysical^ 
and wordy school of Aristotle. 
To be published in a volume, the size of the present* 
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What I have Ttrrkten and published hw 
been in consequence of my boundcn duty : 
under the same circumstances, most of the 
Clergy of the church may have performed 
this duty better, but some of my arguments 
jnuy be found useful in assisting to turn the 
scale in favour of sober Christianity, among 
those who are beginning to doubt. For 
myself, notwithstanding the veneration I 
cheerfully pay to many great names, after all 
the arguments I have met^with in^ variouf 
writings, my own conviAion, so far from being 
shaken, has been made stronger, if possible, 
than before ; namely, that the. peculiar doc* 
trines of the Calvinistic creed are as remecc 
from pure and primitive Christianity as dark* 
ness isfrtm lights as earth is from heaven^ as 
the charaAer of Calvin is from that, in his 
human capacity, ot the meek and lowly 
Jesus !|( 

P. S. I conclude these observations with 
a remarkable faA ; that one of the charges 
brought against the Roman Catholic clergy, 
at the time of the Reformation, was that of 
iGNO|LANC£, a charge true to a great ex- 
tent; although Luther, Melan£lon, Calyin, 
as well as Erasmus, giants in genius and 

II I speak principally of ^ personal ele^on/' and the 
impoMibility of falling from grace. 



learning, duel* many olher -s^h^lar^ Of iUts* 
trious name, were, edueatedm the /Roman 
church. Yet during.tbe tioie of the Reform 
mation, fvhich could not, 'without a ulirade, 
have taken pUce at all without teartalngi 
some protestant secti^ aroaei deeryi^, as 
they do now, boQMe^tnkigt (ihot^ no 
one had more book4earning thfm St* Paul,) 
and contending that the spirit waaalU . Some 
of these fanatics Luther himself opposed ; 
but, in fact, uniTeKsal ignorance*, trom the 
sixth to the twelfth century, was the cause 
of the grossest superstition ; not the Romish 
religion, the cause of ignorance. And ig- 
norance always has been, and always will 
be, the parent of supecstition and fanaticism, 
not more among one description of Christ- 
ians than another. . 

I have sometimes thought, that the art 
of printhig, and the open Bible, would in 
time, silently and quietly, have caused a 
reformation ; and that then there would have 
been at this time Very, very few bigoted 
Papists^ or, what is worse, bigoted Pro-^ 
testants, in Europe.* The intolerance of 

* There is no more reason why a man should he a 
bigot, because he believes in transobstantiation, than 
because he believes in consobstantiation : but when he 
assumes tJi/a/ZtM/i/y, he naturally becomes unchristian 
and intolerant, whether Papist or Protrstant; and 
Caivini^ts, except such as Baxter and lijcvcridge, are 
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some of the reformers made both ; and the 
.most deplorable results to religion have 
b4sen the consequence : because plain people 
identify this system or that with truths 
\Thich, but for recondite theological tfieories^ 
would never, from the genei^l tenor of the 
Bible, have entered into a plain man's head. 
These Discourses have been long con- 
fined* to private circulation, for the use oi 
my own Parish :* they are now published, 
as it has been thought they might be more 
widely servteeable. 



W, L. BOWLES. 



Bremhill, MaylS9(5. 



as often guilty in this reapect as Rohirr Catholics. 
There is ii great dtsUoction between a Papist and 
Catlialic» Uiough both acknowledge the parameajDt 
ambbrtty of the Church. These try the gospei bv th^ 
Chareb, as otbers do by the Sfririt; the resolt is the 
same in either— iNrALLiaiiiTY. 

* With the exeeptioo af a few eopies sold at Bath^ 
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By the same Author, 

- The PLAIN BIBLE, »id PROTESTANT 
CHURCH: a SERMON, preached at Chippesham, 
on Account of the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. 

The CHURCH, and PAROCHIAL 
SCHOOLS: a SERMON. 

The LITTLE VILLAGER'* VERSE- 
BOOK : consisting of short Compositions, to he 
learnt hy heart; in which the- most familiar Ohjects 
of Country Life are employed, to excite die first 
F^olings of Humanity and Piety.. 
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SERMON L 



itOMANS i. ?• 

To all that be in Borne, beloved of God, 
called to be saints, grace to you, and peace 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

* 

DURING the season of Lent, a period 
more particularly set apart by our 
church for serious meditation, I have usually 
made it a rule to call your attention to the 
dofhrines of Christianity, and especially* to 
those parts and passages of scripture, which 
appear less easy to be understood. 

In the course of the last three years, at 
this season, I confined myself to explaining 
obscure passages in the four gospels; and I 
shall now, with the same design, and indeed 
further ind^iced by circumstances* which I 
oe^d not here particularly mention, open St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans ; the most ob» 

^ • The dispersion oftratSs, founded in misunderstand* 
iP£» M / conceivef of passages in this epistle. 

B 
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flfcure, but the most important, as far as the 
right understanding of the do£^rine is con- 
cerned, of any of the books in the New 
Testament. The difGcuhjr and obscurity are 
probably the chief reasons why it has been 
appealed to so often and so confidently. For 
it is undoubtedly more easy to build any doc« 
trinal system, true or false, on that which is 
obscure, than on that which is plain and 
ex|>licit : though it is seldom considered that 
what was written to a particular description 
(if people^ and on a particular occasion, can- 
not be so essential in itself, even if it were 
clearly comprehended, as those parts which 
are addressed to all people and to all ages. 

£xa£Uy to point out the meaning of every 
word or sentence, at this distance of time, is 
impossible; unless we could hear all the ob* 
jedions which they to whom the epistle was 
written, made to the do^ines of St. Paul. 
This we can only know imperfectly from the 
epistle itself; and therefore it can at best, with- 
out divine inspiration, be but Imperfectly un- 
derstood. You ought always to bear this plain 
fad in mind, when consequences of the utmost 
importance to your hopes, your happiness 
here, and happiness hereafter, are confidently 
and presumptuously drawn from it. 

As those things have been and are daily 
done ; and as we are often required to be- 
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Heve, not to much what the gospel says, as 
what people say of the gospel; I have 
thought it part of my duty, to the best of 
my own upderstanding, belief, and conscience, 
as I shall myself answer at the great day of 
judgment, to explain those words and sen« 
tences, which have been the occasion to many 
of perplexity, to some of presumption, and^ 
I fear, to others of despair. 

In humbly offering my own opinion, I do 
not venture to condemn others. Be their 
opinions what they may, the words of the 
Apostle too plainly speak to me and to all, 
in language intelligible as it is fearful : '^ Nay, 
'^ O man, who art thou that condemnest ? 
^ to his own Master he stands or fafls." 

With this feeling, therefore, uppermost in 
my mind, and sincerely wishing it was in the 
hearts of all who differ in points of doArine, 
I commence a series of Discourses on St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans. 

You will always bear in mind one rule, by 
which I wish what I shall say to be tried,— « 
that the gospel is one thine;, and human in« 
terpretation another. By the gospel, and the 
gospel only, the church to which we belong 
must stand or fall. I therefore place my 
foot on this rock alone. Human opinions 
may fiuftuate, and beat and clash on this side 
or on that } the gospel is the only rock of 

B a 
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Test to our feet, the only haven of peace to 
our hearts ; all without, or beyond, is toil and 
tossing, darkness and storm. Here only rests 
that unerring light that guides; here only is 
heard the voice, which seems to say to the 
perplexed and weary wanderer, " Come unto 
" me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
" and I will give you rest." 

Before we enter into a more particular ex- 
ammation of those points in which there has 
been found so much of difference and misun- 
derstanding, I think we may confidently lay 
down this position, — that the gospel truths 
principally affe^ us in three great points ; 

our BELIEF, our PRACTICE, and the INWARD 

FEELiK/^s, and habitual disposition, of the 
heart. 

With respeft to the two firsts our belief 
and our conduQ^ there can t>e less misunder- 
standing, provided we confine ourselves to 
essentials^ than there always must be respeft- 
ing what is so uncertain as our feelings. 
Upon this latter point I shall not now enter. 

With rcspeft to those things, which as 
christians we ought to doj the injunctions are 
positive and clear.; with respeft to what is 
essential to beliefs the circle is much nar- 
rower than we are often inclined to confess. 
Whatever errors, therefore, may be found 
as to mere points of belief^ they cannot be 
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deduced from the short but clear summary 
of doftrines, which goes under the name of 
the Apostle's CreecL 

People, therefore, tlie most opposite and 
discordant in religious creeds, have agreed in 
enlarging this summary. Particular circum* 
stances occasioned the more specific formu- 
laries of the Nicene and Athanasian Creeds ; 
but no more is said in either of predestination 
and election J than of purgatory and the mass ; 
and it is singular, that, when the authority 
of church tradition is cried up on one side, 
and what is called gospel truth on the other, 
how little really scriptural is often found in 
either. One party tries the scripture by 
the church, instead of the church by the 
scripture; and others, I think, too frequently 
try the gospel by their own opinions, and 
not their opinions by the gospeh 

I shall here, for fear of being misunder* 
stood, lay down the essential point in which 
all sincere christians agree. They agree in 
looking up to J^sus Christ as the Son op 
God, and the Redeemer of man j and in 
acknowledging, that there is ^* none other 
^^ name under heaven given among men, 
*' whereby we must be saved, but only 
** the name of the Lord Jesus Christ/* 
Man, having forfeited his immortality, and 
having lost " the image of God," in 
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which he was created, cannot turn himself 
** to righteousness;*' for how indeed, or by 
what effort of his own, could he regain that 
perfe^^ion in which he was created, or that 
immortality which' only can be restored by 
Him who gave it? This, therefore, is the 
work of grace, of pardon, and of mercy ; 
where all the natural views of man end in sin, 
in sorrow, and the dust, the hopes of Christ- 
ianity begin. With eyes lifted up, with feel- 
ings purified, with infirmities strengthened, 
by the assistance of the Holy Spirit, we thus 
constantly endeavour to press forward '^ to 
*' the high mark of our cailingJ^ 

These great and striking points of what is 
essential in beliefs ate written in glorioust 
in living, I had almost said in burning cha- 
racters, in every part of the book of life# 
We also can have no doubt of the plain rule 
of christian fraSlice by which we ought to 
walk. We know what he who has redeemed 
us hath commanded^ namely, to do cnto 
others as we would have them do to us ; to 
love our neighbour as ourself ; to love our 
enemies, bless them that curse lis, and pray 
for them that despitefully use us. These 
are direAions which we cannot mistake; 
and as to what we do not understand, it is 
sufficient to use our best endeavours, for 
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Goo cannot require impossibilities,, and hum- 
bly and earnestly pray for his assistance. 

Still, as some liave laid a greater stress on 
those passages of the New Testament, which 
are more difficult to be understood, than 
upon those which are as clear as noon-day ; 
and though I seldom enter into them, being 
convinced that the great truths of revelaton 
are not matters of doubtful disputation ; yet, 
for the causes mentioned, I shall now endea- 
vour to give you a general insight into the 
chief objeft of St. Paul in this epistle. 

When the occasion upon which it was 
•written is taken into our consideration, which 
is seldom done, you will have less difficulty 
in understanding the words eledion and pre* 
destination^ and other expressions which St. 
Paul uses on this particular occasion. 

In this first discourse I shall confine myself 
to the general circumstances under which the 
epistle was written. The particulaf explana- 
tion of these words, and of other material 
matters connefted with them, will be the objcft 
of the following discourses. 

In the first place, before we can have an 
idea of the general meaning of the epistle, 
it will be necessary to notice the descrip- 
tion of people to whom it was addressed. 
Who were they ? The people of the city 
of Rome, you will say. Yes ; but that is 
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not ali : it was written more particularly 
to those Jews and Gentiles in the city of Rome, 
who had been converted to Christianity. 

The Jews had taken offence because 
the Gentiles were invited to partake of the 
glorious promises of the gospel as well as 
themselves. *' Christ," they assert, ** whom 
*' you preach, was born among us ! to us 
** was the Messiah promised 1 among us 
** were the sacred laws, and prophecies, and 
** oracles of God deposited! and are these 
*' distant and'tarbarous nations to be made 
** partakers of the same promises, and of the 
*' same heavenly glories ?" 

St. Paul's answer to them, in the first 
chapter, is after this manner. " True, you, 
•' were chosen by the great Creator of the 
** world as that nation among whom the 
*' promised Messiah, the Saviour, was to be 
** born. But you understand very little of 
^^ the raotivts. of Christ's coming in the 
*> flesh upon earth, if you suppose it was for 
" you and for you only. No! it was that 
•* the sound of salvation should go out to 
^' the ends of the earth; that, in Christ 
V* Jesus neither circumcision should avail any 
" thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new crea» 
^ V ture. You had indeed the law of Moses ; 
" but did not follow even that law, as far as 
" it was a rule for you to walk byj therefore 
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'' yon, as well as the Gentiles, are con* 
•* eluded under sin. You, because, though 
** you had Moses and the prophets, yet 
** refused to obey them ; and they, because, 
** though they must have known, by hrs 
** works, that there was a God in heaven, 
** yet afted in such a manner that this 

knowledge had no eSeQ upon them : they 

were given over to a * reprobate mind, to 
" ' work all iniquity with grjediness.* Tou^ 
** therefore, have no reason to boast ; and 
*' they must confess both their ignorance and 
" wickedness, before the righteous Judge of 
« all the earth/' 

Now all tiiis must be borne in mind, 
before we can - pretend to understand the 
meaning of the first chapter of the epistle to 
the Romans. 

The second chapter begins with a serious 
address to the converted Jew. " Therefore 
" thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever 
** thou art that judgest: for wherein thou 
" judgest another, tlum condemnest thyself.*^ 

So far then we see, in Jesus Christ, that 
the Jew has no advantage over the gentile, 
but both are called to confess their ignor* 
ranee and unworthiness. Hence the neces* 
sity arose of a new law, by whicli they and 
all mankind should be saved ; ibeing led to re* 
pentancp, obedience, and a new life, through 
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the means of this new law. Thus the apostle 
calls it, in the third chapter, ** the righteous* 
•* ness of God, which is by faith of Jesus 
^' Christ unto all, and upon all that 
" believe ; for there is no difference^ for all 
*^ have sinned and come short of the glory 
'^ of God ; being justified freely by his 
^* grace, through the redemption that is in 
" Christ Je^us.** 

Having thus explained the occasion upon 
which this epistle of St. Paul was written, 
and the general tendency of the two first 
chapters ; I must again intreat all who hear 
me to remember, that those parts of the gos- 
pel of God are chiefly to be regarded, whose 
meaning cannot be mistaken by any who 
consult their own understanding and their 
own heart. . But the misfortune is^ many 
will say, that if you do not understand what 
IS written as I understand it, your hope, 
your peace, your everlasting salvation is io 
danger. If 1 condemn this' presumption in 
otbtrs, I have no right to use such language 
mystlt. I am sure that some who profess to 
speak confidentty cannot tell the mcaniog, or 
evtn understand cnc v^ord of the language 
in which the gosf tl was written ; nor do I 
tell you to believe mc. I have paid much 
attention to the ^ubjed, as is my duty } but 
I have no right to assume, that yoa are 
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to take my interpretation, at the risk of 
your salvatbn. This can only be done, by 
saying, as the Rooian Catholics did of old, 
the church says so, and therefore you must 
believe ; or as some do not fear to say, *' I 
^^ am instructed by the Spirit of God, and 
" therefore you must believe me." The 
humble preacher makes no claims to parti* 
cular inspiration, but endeavours to stale to 
you the truth, as he perceives it, leaving 
yourself to judge* 

For if one man has a right to say he has 
a particular light, so has another ; and there 
is this clear proof whether tl>e light be frotn 
Goo or not, that is, whether they both 
agree, for God cannot inspire what is true 
and what is false at the same time ; and if * 
one opinion be true^ then the other must he 
false ; and this must lead, as it always has, 
to contention and strife, not to. love and 
charity. What then are we to do? Not 
to put on the presumption of the .Pharisee, 
but the humility of the disciple of Christ ; 
to thank God for what He has plainly re- 
vealed ; to endeavour to walk by it ; but nol 
to perplex ourselves, and much less to con* 
demn others, by asserting this or that to be 
the true meaning of passages, which afti|r alV 
auw pot essential to salvation.* 
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In this spirit, I shall, the next Sunday, go 
into the other chapters of the epistle, and 
in the mean time let us pray to God to en- 
lighten us, and make our christian charity in 
all things keep pace ^ith christian doftrine. 
I conclude with the ^ords of our collect : 

^ Blessed Lord, i¥ho hast caused all holy 
•* scriptures to be written for our learning ; 
^' grant that we may in such wise hear them, 
*^ read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; 
** that by patience, and comfort of thy holy 
^' word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 
•* the blessed hope of everlasting life, which 
^< Thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus 
«* Christ." 



SERMON IL 



B0MAN8 iii. 22. 

Even the, righteousness of God which is by 
FaithqfjEsvs Christ unto all^ and upon 

ALL THAT BELIEVE, 

IN my discourse of Sunday last, after some 
general introduftory observations, I en- 
deavoured to give YOU an idea of the chief 
view and objeft of St. Paul in this epistle to 
the Romans; who those people were to 
whom it was addressed ; and on what par- 
ticular occasion it was written to them. 

Though wc cannot tell all the objeftions 
which the Jews, converted to Christianity 
at Rome, made to St. Paul's dodh-ine ; yet 
nothing can be more obvious than this^ front 
the whole tenor of it,— that they thought the 
promises of the gospel were to be confined 
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to themselves ; and \vitbout constantly bear- 
ing in mind these prejudices and feelings of 
the coBverted Jews, and the objects of St. 
Paul in endeavouring to convince them of 
their error, we cannot even approach to a 
comprehension of the meaning of particular 
expressions, 

, The first words which strike us are those 
very momentous words— -faith and works. 
These therefore will form the subjed of 
the present discourse. It must be remem- 
bered that, throughout this eptstle, works ^ 
and not '^ good works" are mentioned. 
Wherever in other parts of the Scripture 
good works are spoken of, the necessity of 
them is always implied. Though there are 
twenty-two distinA senses given in the New 
Testament to the word faith, I think it is 
only used in one sense throughout this epistle; 
that is, the deep-founded convidion of the 
necessity of the Gospel' covenant, and the 
firm a&suraoce of its trmh. When it is taken 
for undefined principle, or a mystk: feeling, 
the foundation of error is laid. 

Now trusting that you remember what 
was said ot the occasion on which St. Paul 
wrote this epistle, these words will easily 
explain themselves } taken, as they ought to 
be, io connexion with what has been said of 
ihe pride and prejudices of the Jews# 
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It will then appear that the word faitb^ 
throughout this epistle, meansTgen^ally» faith 
in the new covenant of grace under Jesus 
Christ, which was to embrace ail the world ; 
and w^rksj the works of the law of Moses. 

In the two first chapters St. Paul had en- 
forced the dodrine, that both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, being equally under sin, (one refusing 
even to obey the moral law of Moses, in 
which they gloried, and the others shutting 
their eyes to the light of nature,) were both 
equally under the judgment oi sin and of 
death : of sin, in consequence of perfeA 
original righteousness being lost; and of 
^ath, in consequence of the doom pro- 
nounced u( on all flesh, *^ dust thou art, atxt 
«^ unto dust thou shalt return.'^ The epistle, 
therefore, was written to persuade and cour 
vince the Jews, that under the gospel all 
men, Jews and Gentiles, circumcised and 
nncircumcised, bond and free, were to be 
called into the covenant of grace; become 
the heirs of God's 'gracious promises ; and 
equally destined, by repentance trom dead 
works, by a new faith and obedience, to hap- 
piness and immortality. 

Therefore he says in this chapter, and in 
the words I have taken for the text, ^* Now 
*^ the right 'ousnest ^Goo, wiibout the law^ is 
f * manifest^ being wkoessed by the law and tbi 
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*^ prophets; even the righteousness of God, 
•' which is by faith in Jesus Christy by all and 
** upon all that believe.'* 

Nothing can be more clear and decisive 
than these words, when taken in conjunction 
with the course of argument before us. 
Faith, in this epistle, is therefore used to 
denote the covenant of christian grace, in 
opposition to the works in which the Jews 
boasted, both ceremonial and moral. 

When therefore we are said to be justified 
by faith, and by faith only, we are justified by 
Christ and not by Moses; we are justi- 
fied, we are freely justified, by faith, not 

BY works. 

By the word "justified,^' I understand a 
redemption from that judgment pronounced 
on all that live, — of sin and of death. From 
this plain statement, it appears, how clear it 
jSy that we are " saved by faith.** 

For without this (that is, the new cove- 
nant in Jesus Christ) we should have bad 
neither knowledge or hope of eternal life. 

But this knowledge makes our responsi- 
bility, as moral beings^ far more awful; as 
it sets before us a state of eternal rewards 
and eternal punishments. The Gospel, which 
has brought these truths to light, requires 
such a firm assurance, such dispositions, and 
sucbpradices, as become those who profess tbi^ 
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knowledge and this hope ; and the eternal 
portion with the blessed or the cursed will be 
according to the fruits which their knowledge, 
their faith, and their hope, have produced. 

Such, in a few words, is my idea of the 
do6^rines, concerning which so much has been 
said, of FAITH and works. 

Though the law of grace and mercy super- 
seded that of works; yet the law and the 
prophets, in the Jewish dispensation, served 
both to witness and to confirm these momen* 
tous truths, of the ulterior and immortal 
destination of man; but as his own inherent 
knperfcd^ions and abasement could not give 
or restore that perfedion, in which as the 
image of God he was created ; so neither 
could that, which was mortal and corrupt* 
ible, be, by any eflFort of its own, absolved 
from the general doom of everlasting death. 

Here then the righteousness of God is 
manifested ; that power which human nature 
could not exert, that perfeAion which nothing 
human could restore, is freely given, and thus 
"imputed" to us, through Jesus Christ. 

Thisf to the best of my understanding, is 
a brief explication of the text ; and also a 
solution of some difficulties, which, dressed 
and swelled out in hard words, bewilder the 
senses more than they convince tl^e under- 
standing ; I might well add, more. than they 



improve the faith, exalt the hope, or enlarge 
the charity of the christian. 

Mankiod, then, or rather human nature^ 
could not be justified^ in the sense in which, 
divested of all laboured distinAions, I have 
explained that word, either by the light of 
nature, or by the law of Moses. By what then ? 
let the Apostle speak himself: *' even by the 
•• FAITH of Jesus Christ," which was the 
means of restoring him to that righteousness 
in which he was created, to those hopes of 
immortality and happiness beyond the gravt 
which he had forfeited. 

In opposition to this plain and clear state- 
ment of what I consider to be St. Paul's 
doArine, it will be probably asked. What 
then is the meaning of the '^ wrath of God?" 
Is this all that is meant, when we are com- 
manded ' ta ^^ work out our salvation with 
^' fear and trembling, and to flee from the 
•' wrath to come ?" 

In answer to such questions I unequivocably 
answer, I am here only speaking of the christ- 
ian doctrine as far as it is laid down in this 
epistle by St. Paul. I compare this 'part of 
the epistle with the original judgment de-. 
nounced against man by his Creator, which is 
found in the Old Testament, ** Dust thou 
** art, and unto 0ust thou shalt 
" hxturn/' 
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To the doctrine of ulteri6r and eternal 
punishment 1 approach with awe : enough 
Appears in the revealed word of God, enough 
through the visible darkness that rests on 
that fearful and mysterious gulph, to arrest 
the most thoughtless, and to appal the most 
hardened and impenitent. 

But there is nothing said of this^ I fear- 
lessly assert, in the account of man's original 
condemnation; nor do I think that St. Paul 
can be said to mean, in this chapter, any 
thing ferther. 

With respeA to the idea presented in other 
parts of scripture, of which it is not neces- 
sary for me here to take notice, I will say 
this, that such descriptions are always held 
out, not as the punishment of original siOf 
but of ACTUAL wickedness. 

I could earnestly beg all who hear me, to 
attend to this distinAion. The most awful 
and terrible pi&ures of God's retributive 
justice always, in scripture* refer to cases of 
individual depravity, to crimes against the 
light of nature, and of the gospel. 

He who hardened his heart in the day of 
worldly prosperity ; he who suffered the beg- 
gar to lie at his door unpitied, naked, and 
covered with sores, desiring to be fed with 
crumbs that fell from the rich man's table ; 
he it is, who, in another world, is described 
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as being in the place of torment. Those to 
whom* Jesus cries, ** depart from me, ye 
** wicked/* are they, ** who when he was sick 
** relieved him not, when he was naked clothed 
** him not, when he was in prison visited him 
** not." This punishment was for the indivi- 
dual crimes; and I boldly say, whatever 
system of human creeds it may shake, that 
there is not one passage in the gospel, in 
which the awfulness of eternal punishment 
is spoken of, without its being coupled with 
man's individual offences, either agatosc the 
light of nature, or of the gospel. 

I have been the more earnest in pressing 
your attention to this point, because I think 
the want of attention to it has been the cause 
of much and dangerous error. 

If the gospel says so, believe it : but if the 
gospel does not say so, then attribute it to 
what it ought to be ascribed, — the dreamt 
and presumption of man. 

I shall retract this instantly, if the contrary 
be clearly pointed out ^ but I stand upon scrip- 
ture ground, and admit nothing as an ar- 
gument but scripture proof. 

As to my own interpretation of St. Paul's 
dofirine in this place, I am by no means 
bold enough to say, that this view of the 
meaning of the text is to be considered as 
comprehending all that is most necessary for 
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a christian to believe on this point ; yet I 
trust it goes so far as to clear the way for the 
consideration of other momentous topics. 

I have thus endeavoured to lay down, in 
a manner as clear and explicit as I could, my 
opinion of the sense in which the "words faiths 
^vorks^ and justification^ are to be understood 
in this epistle. I do not say that my opinion 
is decisive, God forbid ; but I think nothing 
can be more undeniable than this position, 
that where words are used, to which more 
than ode idea may be afExed, I must judge 
with my own understandings and not with 
the understanding of another ; and I do assert, 
that if we could once persuade christian 
people, catholic or protestant, churchmen or 
dissenters, to say, " this is my view of the 
'' doftrines of the christian faith," instead of 
saying " this is the christian faith;** it would 
be of more service to truth, than all the long 
and iaborious institutes that ever were or ever 
will be written upon that Gospel which was 
preached to the poor. 

This then, as far as it goes, is my opinion ; 
and I trust also is the opinion of the church to 
which we belong. Here is the conviftion of 
sin ; our helplessness by nature ; and the eh^ 
cessity of a Saviour, and a revelation from 
heaven, which only can console and enlighten, 
which only can assist and save. 
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It may not be improper to state here, that 
when the great reformers of the church 
spoke of works, as St. Paul confined his mean- 
ing to the works of the Jewish law ; so they 
in general meant chiefly those works, in 
the performance of which the catholic church 
placed a merit, as the Jews did in the rites 
and ceremonies of Moses* These works of 
the catholic church were not confined to 
works of moral goodness and charity, but 
'meant works of self-mortification, which was 
called " penance ;*' travels or pilgrimages to 
places celebrated for the presence of particu- 
lar saints ; fasts, and other injun£lrons. These 
were called ^^ good works :" and against these, 
and the idea of any merit in them, and 
afterwards extending the principle against any 
merit whatever in mere human afiions, the 
stern reformers of the sixteenth century were 
deservedly very pointed. In this spirit* the 
the articles of our own church were com- 
posed. In the like manner St. Paul speaks 
also of the moral works of the Jewish law; 
and Christ also says he came not to de- 

• All works done before justification hare the nature <^ 
siD^ that is, of that general condemnatioo under sin, in 
which all mankind were xnyolf ed i and any idea of merit 
in human adions strikes at the root of the very first prin- 
ciple of the new covenant* The necessity of them is 
proved by our Saviour's commands, and fakh is only : 
complete by them* 
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stroy, but to fulfil ; to fulfil the prophecies, 
as well as to put moral virtues on a purer 
and firmer foundation. The morality of 
human adions^ and the moral part of the 
Jewish law, was so far of no avail as to be 
in themselves totally inefficient to our justifi- 
cation, which can rest upon no other founda- 
tion than that of God's grace and mercy. 

Through a Redeemer only we can lift up 
our eyes, •' from whence cometh our help ;*' 
through a Redeemer only, earth is connefled 
with heaven ; and our abased mortal condi- 
tion in this life cheered by the promises and 
views of another. 

Oh! then let us pass on, through the days 
of our appointed pilgrimage, if not in perfe6l 
agreement as to points of dodrine, yet in 
peace and charity ; let us brush away the 
cobwebs of human contention ; let us be 
christians in heart, if we do not all agree in 
the same mode of worship, or in the same 
interpretation of words: letusthnk of the 
beam in our own eye, before we attempt to 
pull the mote out of our brother's eye : let 
08 put on the humility of sincere disciples of 
Jesus : let us cherish the feelings of christian 
love to all the world, and not pride ourselves 
in the narrow spirit, and confined and con* 
tra£ted feelings, of a peculiar people, such as 
~lt. Paul reproved in the converted Jews« 

^hus putting away all ^^ envy, and wrath. 
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•* and malice, and evil speaking," let us seek 
the truth with our hearts : let us walk ac- 
cording to the best of our. knowledge and 
belief, without condemning others, which 
vpon protestant, and above all, upon christian 
principles, we have no authority to do ; and 
remember chiefly, that such conduft ill be- 
comes those who profess their infirmities 
and ignorance on the one hand, whilst they 
demand obedience to their own opinions on 
the other. 

Let us look to the great points in which 
christians agrees not to the smaller ones, con- 
cerning which they differ. Let us lift our eyes, 
not to the veering cioud, but to the^immu- 
table and glorious sun. The time will come 
when his light shall fail, and the earth pass 
away as a scroll ; *' these will perish, but 
*' thou, O Lord, shale endure j thy years 
" shalt not fail.** 

The soul of man, which eternal love has 
redeemed from sin and death, shall also exist, 
when the wreck of worlds, like the clouds of 
yesterday, is passed away. With assured 
faith, with lively hope, let us look forward 
to this period, in which all shadows of dissen- 
tions shall be removed ; when we shall no 
longer see as through a glass darkly ; and 
when one eternal and glorious light shall be 
shed on the works and ihe ways of God. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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NOTES 



TO SERM0X8 I. AND tU 



IT appears to me utucripfur/d, ever to apply, as it 
•commonly done^ by sincere and excellent men, to the 
word Faiihf the adjun^s which belong to Hope. 

There are ** faith without wavering ;" — " assurance of 
** faith;—" feflth unfeigned 4 — •* precious faith ; — «* holy 
<« faith J— ^* faith that sandifies j— " faith that justifies;** 
-—and "Faith that saves 4" — ^and also " a faith that 
«< DOES NOT SAVE ;'^ — but there is no such expression as 
-«* lively faith" to be found in the Gospel. The* only 
legitimate use of the word livel^s as applied to faith, ia 
to distinguish It from ikaJ faith ; that is, faith without 
fruits or works, as accurately described in our Church 
Homily. As this principle proceeds, it assumes a new 
and more animated charader, and then it becomes Christ- 
ian hope; to which the word " lively*' is, with stricter 
propriety, applied in the Gospel-; and which is never 
applied to fatth. If " lively" be applied to faith in this 
restriAed and legitimate sense, it can never mislead ; but 
as it is often used, it denotes only the warmth of the 
ivriter's fancy. &> also the " spirit of faith" is used in 
opposition to " dead" faith, as the same c6mbination is 
in scripture generally employed to denote the exist- 
ence of any subjeifl. " Spirit of antichrist ;"— «« spirit 
w of council ;— " spirit of error;" " spirit of fear;" 
*« spirit of jealousy ;— •*' «|Mrit of truth ;" " spirit o£ 
'« slumber;*'—-" spuut of faith/* Sec. 

c ■ ' 
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Nothing can be more philosophically or logically just 
than the association of the Apo8tle» — fatth^ hope^ charity^ 

Quitting the guidance of the written word, the idea 
excited by any given expression may be expanded to 
suit almost any interpretation ; it is theOi howevety no 
lon^r thejmtn of the scripture. 

The definition of faith I take fh>m the scripture only, 
as the BASIS of all christian gifts and graces ; of cbristiaa 
hope, and of christian charity. 

But in order to prevent misunderstanding respe^ing 
the meaning of the words, I think it necessary to add, m 
this place, that where I have used the word faith, as I 
conceive it to be understood in the Epistle- to the 
Romans, I mean, the deep convidion of the utter im- 
possibility of any justification before God, save 
that of FAITH IN Christ, in opposition to either 
Jewish law, or heathen morals, or afty other plea* 
This word, so defined, I have used in one place, as I 
think St. Paul has done more than once in this epistle, 
to denote simply the^covenant of immortality thnragh 
Jesus Christ, in opposition to the covenant of works 
under Mosea. 

The word justificattoo I have used in tnoo senses. 
First, thaijiuHfieationy by which all men, in coesequfoce 
of the sufferings and the merits of Christ, are absolved 
from the penalty of Adam*s original transgression : A nd 
secondly, (as in the note, page 2%) fiertonal justification 
before God, which follows our own repentance and 
obedience, rendered acceptable by the merits and sufRrr* 
ingfi ot Christ. 

p. 10. — NEITHER BEUEVE ME. 

My abhorrence of the language which is used by 
some, but by none so much es the Calvinists, has induced 
me to speak with diffidence when I say, ^ neither 
^ believe me;'* meaning, of course^ ** neither believe me*' 
farther than the scriptures are my express warradt. 



Christianity and Truth are constantly identified with 
Calvinism 9 b/ Calvinistic writers ; so that none can be 
a christian^ except he uses John Calvin's green and 
distorting spedbcles. *< Calvinism, or in other wordsf 
pure and primitive - Christianity)** says the author of a 
book called << The Church 1^ This assumption of 
infallibility is much stronger among those <* Papists 
« who have no Pope/' than among those who have. 1 
cordially join with the same author in sentiment, when 
he says,, '^^hbaven&y birth must have a hbavsnlit 
** mind!*' Amen! Ameni-— but would he have been wiU 
ling to try John Calvin, the author of this creed (which 
he calls pure Christianity!) by this unerring test ^ To 
me he might as well speak of Bishop Bonner's ^ pure and 
^ primitive Cfanstiamtr»^ aad try him by bb ^heavenly 
<* a^ns, andlieavenly mind :" ficwner << m^ humit^** 
quoted Calvih^s txika^.-. 

The amiable historian of the Wajlbenses conceives, 
thsft after fifteen hundred years of ignorance^ in the 
Chrisuan worJd^ ^^Ofo voucbaafed a aupematural 
<< insight** inxo the. knowledge. oC pure and primitivte 
Christianity to Csrfvin ; but candidly admits that God, at 
the same time, gave him << no tasicnt^* at all into a 
knoiwlfidge of its disposittoa and dutiee. l!Qew, upon 
this - candid coafe6sioo>. it iBiisMpp^ar muohi more likely, 
that God gave him no insight into its do€triDes, dis- 
positions, or duties ! Oh 1 no ! no ! I would not dare 
"dieny, that God might have given an •* insight" to 
Fenelifli the Cadiolic, Melatictbnihe LiScheraa, F^na 
the Quaker, Jos^h Stennet the Baptist* Jbhn Wesley 
the Methodist ;— but not to Bishop Boitner, or 
John Calvin ! ! 

CORRIGENDA. 

% 

Ttgt 2, for " true or. false," read •* falUe, or partly truc.*» 
7, Ibr** matMial maetar/' rtui «* material p«iatf." 

C ^ 



SERMON III. 



BOMANS V. 1* 



Therefore being justified bttaith, tt^^ have 
peace with God, throtigh our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

IJProcecd in my explanation of this im- 
portant Epistle,- relying^ that what has 
been before said of the occasion on which it 
appears to have been written, and the 
description of persons to which it was more 
immediately addressed, is duly impressed on 
your minds. 

In stating that this epistle was written on a 
particular occasion, I by no means intend to 
affirm that the Epistles in general are not 
substantially necessary for christian instruc- 
tion, in all ages. I have already noticed that 
this epistle was perhaps the most important 
of all : the epistles ; yet it cannot be 
denied, that they were accommodated to the 
peculiar circumstances of the infant church, 
which required apostolic direfiion ; other- 
wise, indeed, the epistle to the Romans might 
have been as well addressed to the Corin 
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thians, and the epistle to the Corinthians to 
the Romans, if they embraced otily topics 
which alike referred to either of these people. 
In my last discourse, I particularly spoke 
of FAITH and works: now good works 
are not mentioned in the epistle, only works. 
Of the necessity of ^W works, as the fruits 
of faith, the whole scripture is full ; but 
the most convincing passage, and which 
clearly explains the diiFcrence between works 
and good viorksy is in the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, ad chap. '*For by grace ye 
** are saved through faith, and not of 
** WORKS, lest any man should boast : for 
** we are his workmanship, created ia Christ * 
** to GOOD WORKS,'! &c. * It wiU- appear 
plain to every capacity, that the **• works'^* 
alluded to in the ninth vefse must be the 
works of the law, in which the Jews trusted"; 
and not " good works/* thrisiian works,- 
without which faith itself were dead . If ir. 
were requisite to point out the necessity of 
these works, I need only mention further, 
Golossians x. lO, '^ that we might walk wor-^ 
*^ thy of the Lord, unto all pleasing, being 

** FRUITFUL in EVERY GOOD WORK 1*^ 

and 2d Thessalonians, ii. 27, *' stablish yoiv 
•* in every good work/* ' 

Having so far, I trust, rendered St^ PuuPi 
meaning clear, I hasten to consider the othep 
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objeflions of the Jews to St. Paurs doc- 
trine; that Christianity was to be universal* 
and that the promises, of immortality, through 
justi6k;ation by faith, were to be extended to 
all nations on the face of the earth, whilst 
they were nationally rejeded, and considered 
no longer to be a peculiar people. In the 
third chapter St. Paul opposes the argument^ 
that they were justified by their own 
righteousness, and the works of the law. 
They now lay their claims to preference, 
as being descended from Abraham, be- 
cause to Abraham, and to his desccndamt 
jn the flesh, the promises were made. 
*^ What shall we say that Abraham our 
^^ father, as pertainmg to the fle&b, has 
*• found ?** Vcwci. 

The fourth chapter is employed by the 
Apostle, in ^Mfwkig the Jews the weakness 
<^ this obje&ioB ; and that so hr froia 
proving their txcluiive claim, U proves 
direAly the contrary; as the promise ta 
Abraham was mot that a particular peo{:Je 
should be disttnguishcd as his diiklreo, 
but, ^hat '^ he should be the father of 
«« msuy nations,'' sod that all nations on the 
cardi in his seed should, be blessed ! He hinw 
self was not blessed on account olijic works 
of the iav»9 for the law was oot yet given. 
ThiHWghout the whole chaptcTji the Apostle 
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prdms that Abraham was jasiificd by 
" FAITH," and tnajrt in God ; and that on thw 
auxoQttt, by the promises to which thcyboast- 
ingly Tcfcr, he was to be considered as the 
fadier of the Gcwiles, as well as of the Jews; 
as the spiritual progenitor of all the 
FAITHFUL upon c&rth. Having thus shewn 
the Jews thai they had «o reason to glory 
as i>eiag the childrea of Abraham, the fifth 
chapter Isegms with semtiments which 
natoralty follow from what went before. 
•* Therefore being justified by faith, 
«• we have peace with God/* That is, 
notwithstanding every boastful plea of the 
Jews, the Gentiles (and the argument 
embraces all mankind) are reconciled to 
God, and made heirs of immortality^ solely 
through the aton£MBNT and merits 
of Jesus Christ» none by the works of the 
law ; none by being the descendants of 
Abraham ; none by any moral or nerciful 
aAs of their own ; but all wholly and entirely 
by the ^ great sacrifice once made." 
'<< For God commendeth his Jove to us 
** (the Apostle proceeds) in that whilst we 
f^ were yet sinners, Christ died for us ; 
** much more beihgnow justified by his 
** BLOOD, wc shall be saved from wrath 
♦* THROUGH him/'—** For if when wc 
** were enemies, wc were reconciled to God 
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*• by the death of his Son, much more bcmg 
•• reconciled wc shall be saved by his life, 
*^ and not only so, but vrc also joy in God 
" through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
*• whom ^c have now received atone- 
" MENT.** Verse ii. 

Having before stated how vain were all 
pleas which the Jews could make, and that 
the Gentiles were now justified, without 
compliance with the law of Moses, the 
Apostle thus speaks of the great dodrine 
of THE ATONEMENT } which word, in the 
original, implies reconcilement or absolu- 
tion. It is impossible, that any words, 
in so short a compass, could be chosen to 
set so fully before us (^s the consequence 
of what had been said before) the circum* 
stance, that, as " in Adam all die, even so 
" in Christ should all be made alive !" 
That being all under the condemnation of 
sin unk) 'death ; through Christ, himself 
dying and rising again, suffering and trium« 
phant, ALL were enabled to " joy in God.** 
The Apostle here goes back to describe the 
occasion of man's fall from that "right- 
^'^ eousness," iu which " as the image of 
•VGoD,'* he was created. 

* •* "Wherefore as by one man (Adam) sin 
•* entered into the world, and death by 
** sin/' so ** death passed upon all men^^ 
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"for that all have sinned." Verse i2r 
*' Death (he says) reigned from Adam to 
** Moses." Verse 14. Now all men sinned 
as well as died, *^ from Adam to Moses ;" 
but till there was a positive law which forbad 
sin, it was not (the Apostle says) ^^ imputed:*^ 
Nevertheless death reigned over all, as the* 
judgment of God; and death is said to have* 
reigned to Moses, because the- jlaw given 
TO Moses, and revealeD' by God, war 
the first step made manifest of that great 
and merciful dispensation of the Almightt,. 
by which, in the end, ** death was to* 

** BE swallowed up IN VICTORY ! !'* 

God indeed made the covenant with Adam, 
and revealed his design more fully to Abra- 
ham ; and Christ himself, says, '^ your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see myr 
day:" but the knowledge of either was not 
publickly imparted till the law of Moses# 
In. this manner, then, the Jaw was the first 
step that prepared the way to the know- 
ledge, of the immortal destiny of man. 

As Moses himself only saw, in obscure 
and distant view, the promised land ; so, 
though immortality might not have been re- 
vealed to him, (as there is no express mention 
of it in the first five books of the Bible, except* 
obscurely in Leviticus,) yet the law was 
^* the school-master/' as xhe Apostk ^$^ 
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** to bring ns to Christ ;*' the hw was pait^ 
though distant and dark, of the great 
rcTehtion, which was fulfilled compktdy 
by the atonement for sin, and the resur* 
reAioQ, from the grave, of Jesus Chuist* 
Therefore, *• as by the offekcb of - oAe 
*' juix>SM£KT came upon all to com* 
^ P£MN ATioN, even so by the righteons* 
H sess of ONE came the tkxjjb. gift upon 
^ all men, unto justipicatiok of life^" 
Verse i8.-^I amhere speaking of de^ath, 
which appears aot to have been a necessary 
consequence of man's. ^* original creation.^' 
The Apostle, in this chapter, is^ speaking 
of DEATH, as he had before spoken of sm. 
Sin I should consider as that dominion of 
XTIL, throughout the world, witnessed in 
sights and scenes of various calamities, and 
which have their origin in our abased and 
cormpced nature. Sorrow also walks the 
earth with death and fiin, and these send up 
tothethroneofGoDamingledand unceasing 
sound from earth, (the ** deepunutteraUc 
** groan,'') and mark the passage of its 
sfai^t-lived inhabitants with blood and tears* 
When it is saki, *< the law entered, that 
M the offence might abound;" it must appear, 
I hope, plaun, from what has been said; 
. that the knowlodge of the ^^nsgression 
€um by the law, and that the off:fice 
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would "al)OiMid;*^ that is become greater, 
SIS chc Uw against it was more positive and 
clear. In the sajitie sense, and with the same 
torn of argument, St Paul condudes his 
eloquent and pathetic episcte to the Coring 
tfaians. *• The stiog of death is sin, and 
^^ tbe j/r/fl;/^ of sin is the kw; but ihanks 
"be to Goi>, who hath given us the 
** viftory, [ovei* death and sin,] ihraugh 
** Jesus Christ- our Lord '* 

As this ii^ih chapter of the £j>isile of 
the Romans gives the dearest - account 
ol the conseqi^ences of the fall of man,. 
without thinking it ncc^ssisary io insi&c 
on that complete, entire, and Ueep«rooted ii'^- 
fravify, (a word not fottud in scripture,), 
which siovtic sincere and^ piovis men .think cs** 
sential t'O Christianity, enough wiR'.*ippear 
to convince tt&, that imaa in h»vs t alien state is 
^^ forgone^* from original r^ghtcousucss, aa- 
far indeed as ** the image of Gjou*' trota 
dust and ashes; as far as cornaption from 
incdiTuptAon ; a^ far as sin^ and sorrow, and 
death, from pmity, and ha>ppine^s, aja4 im* 
inortality. It is by the *' free gitt of God, 
and through the grace of Jir.s4j6^CHRi$T,v 
and ^' Him arucrfiGd/' and uy these aloiiie,. 
that we become ^^mor« lUan ooaqucrorsi" 
and thi$ grace was noit, under ibe gospel, fo^ 
be fcstiidtod and •cMJamd to a jpacticoiar. 
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people,' as to the Jews when under thcrr 
law ; for language cannot more strongly 
express the contrary, than the 1 8th verse 
does, ** Likewise, then, as by the offence 
•* of ONE the jadgement came upon all 
^* MEN to condemnation, even so by the 
** RIGHTEOUSNESS of ONE camc the true 
*^ gift upon ALL MEN uuto justification of 
*• life.** With this consoling and anima- 
ting truth, at the end of the chapter^ Sc* 
Paul sums up what he had before said : and 
if so clear, so Strong, so full, and so positive 
a statement against all exclusive claims to 
particular redemption, which was addressed 
to the Jews, peremptorily, and on purpose ta 
convince them of the vanity of all exclusive 
pretentions ; if a statement so decisive, from 
St* Paul himself, fail to persuade Ghristi^ms 
that the Gospel was to be universal, not 
partial ; then they " will not be persuaded, 
** though one came from the dead.** This, 
however^ is their concern ; they must judge 
of the Scripture with their • own under- 
standing, and we with ours. But I would ear* 
uestly entreat them to reflcA, how dire must 
be that sm against the Holy Ghost, 
if they claim his immediate inspirationio harden 
them in that uncharitahleness^ which his 
whole Gospel condemns ! ! I confine what 
remains of this discourse to some general 



refle^ioQs/ which naturally arise from so a 
momentous a subjeA. 

It will appear evident from' the whole, 
that " being justified by faith/' we have 
peace with God. Faith> I have already said, 
is a firm reliance on^ and trust in, the merits 
of Christ alone for salvation^ nor in 
the law of Moses, nor in any works of 
our own ; and faith is sometimes used 
to signify the Gospel itself. . This is 
the free gift of God ^ this is the grace, 
wherein as Christians we now stand, and 
have "peace with God/' But St. Paul 
asks, in the beginning of the sixth 
chapter, '^ If this be so, shall we sin then, 
*' that grace may abound ?" The answer is 
positive and peremptory, and which there 
can be no gainsaying, — *' God forbid i** 
On the contrary we are not only here, but 
in every part of the scripture, at the risk 
of our eternal salvation, at the risk of 
forfeiting all the privileges^ Christ died to 
procure, and at the risk of incurring a far 
more awful and terrible responsibility, coun- 
selled to *' walk in newness of life, and 
•* worthy^ the vocation wherewith we are 
^^ called/' I shall not point out how this 
may best be done, but leave you to learn 
it from your Bibles ; and here only endea* 
vour to awaken your attention to the bles-^ 
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Sings, which, through the Gospel, are now 
freely set before all. I wish, then, that what 
I could say might make an impression on 
you, holy and powerful as the subject. 

Christians! Brothers! think, for a 
moment think, with renewed trust, and joy, 
and gratitude, of the situation in which 
man, the child of dust and ashes, now 
stands, and that in which he stood before 
the light of revelation was fully displayed. No 
longer ignorant, forlorn, or hopeless, in a 
vast incomprehensible universe, where his 
momentary existence is a miracle; and 
where he perceives neither relation or 
connection, objefi' or end, between his own 
soul, and the unknowir stupendous scene 
which surrounds him;- — no longer confined in 
his views to the sod and the worm, and for- 
getfulncss of the grave, to which his steps 
day by day, instant by instant, decline; — en- 
lightened by the Gospd, he looks up to 
Heaven, he feels a glorious conneSion and 
interest with things beyond the bounds and 
the ken of mortality. 

If a mournful thought obtrudes, when he 
thinks of the dust to which he and all he 
loved on earth, is going down, he knows 
even the grave shall not hide hira from 
the face of that God, under whose eye 
all worlds are roHtng in light. Conscious^ 
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novt of his glorioof de^matioD, he 
endeavours to pcrfonn the part required, 
however inapcrfcftly, of a being so visit- ' 

ED, so IKSTRUCtED, aUKJ SO REI^EEMED ! 

Sustained by faitb, and cDlivened by hope, 
and warmed by charity, be has his sojourn 
here for a reason. He trusts not in any 
works of his own, for he knows and feels 
how imperfeA, and wnhout God's assist-^ 
aoce, how lieipless, are the best. He has 
so other trust but in the mercy of his 
redeemer! Through him, and by the 
assistance of the Hofy Spirit, be offers up 
to the Throne of Grace his patient sorrows, 
hts meek solicitude, his chastened and 
holy joy, his earnest though impcrfeft 
obedience, his humbled heart, and his 
poblick and silent prayers! From Hint 
alone he implores that justification, which 
he seeks in vain elsewhere ; and that * * peace 
which the world cannot give !** And thus 
only be presumes to hope that his sincere 
repentance, not his imperfeA obedience, may 
be accepted, through Jesus Christ, his 
Redeemer. 

Upon the whole survey of St. Paul's 
dodrioe as far as we have gone, I thinic 
we may divide ^ke chief grounds of dispute 
and animosities between the Jews and Gen- 
tiles into three principal objeAions on the 
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part of the Jews. First, in their considering 
the Gentiles^ as utterlj unworthy of being 
associated with themselves ; and secondly, 
if their admission were necessary under the 
New Covenant, that then they ought to 
comply with the law of Moses, and also to 
acknowledge the pre-eminence, of the Jews, 
as the descendants from Abraham ; and 
thirdly, if the converted Jews and Gentiles 
were equally admitted, that still the blessings 
of the Gospel should be confined to a 
chosen and sele£ied few. 

On the latter subjeA, the Apostle has 
expressed himself as clearly as words can 
express his meaning. *' By the righteous- 
ness of one, iht free gift came upon ali* 
MEN, to the justification of life." The 
last subjed of predestination and partial 
eIe£Hon he enters on more particularly ia 
the eighth chapter. 

But if what the Apostle of ChUist has 
said be clear, let us ask, '' Men, and breth- 
** ren, what shall we do ?'* 

Oh! let us not be Christiaks in 
NAME, and still Jews in heart ! Biit 
GoD' grant, that all who with sincerity and 
humility, read his holy word, may be led int6 
the way everlasting. Now^ &c. 
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ROMANS viii. S9« 

Whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predesiinaie. 



MY objcft in endeavouring to render the 
chief arguments of this epistle more 
familiar to you, is not to enter into a regular 
explanation of all the subjefts it'embraces, 
(which in so short a compass would be im- 
possible,) but to point out the leading heads, 
the general connexion ; and more especially, 
to call your attention to those passages which, 
being taken apart, and viewed separately 
from the main argument, have been the 
occasion of much misunderstanding and un« 
charitableness. 
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In the sixth and seventh chapters, and in 
part of the eighth, the Apostle obviates 
certain objcAions brought against his doc- 
trines ; as if he had taught, that grace now 
abounding, those under the gospel had a 
liberty to sin ; and he also teaches, that 
justification, \i^ithout works of the law, does 
not render the moral law useless. 

As the " body" of original sin is now 
destroyed, we ought to avoid all aSlual sin. 
" For we have our fruit unto holiness, and 

the end everlasting life. For the wages 

of SIN is DEATH, but thc gift of God is 

ETERNAL LIFE, thrOUgh JeSUS CHRIST 

** our Lord." The Apostle had hitherta 
spoken of sin, in consequence of which 
the •• condemnation passed upon all mcn/^ 
In the seventh chapter, he speaks of the 
fruits, and the triumph, of the spiirit \ conV 
doding, that through faith in Christ we 
are justified, and delivered. ** Oh! wretch- 
^' ed man,^ he exclaims, as in despair, wh6 
*^ shall deliver me from thc body of this 
^^death?^ and instantly^ animated and ar* 
dent, with a view of the Christianas last 
and glorious triumph, breaks out into cx*- 
pressions of hope and rapture, *• I thank 
*• Gob, through Jesus Christ our Lord/* 
The eighth chapter begins naturally from 
what had been before explained* There 



k no ' condemoadon' to those that arc in 
CHRiiT Jesus. Bart remember, bere is 
a positive and absolate condidon respeding^ 
tliis coDdemnatiaa ; there is no loogcr this 
condemaaiion in Christ ^^ to those who 

*^ WALK AFTJ&R THS SPIRIT, AND NOT 

^* Af TX& THB 7LESH P' Iq the secood verse 
he says, ^^ The kv of the spirit in Christ 
*^ JB9US has osade me free from the law of 
'^ sin, and of death!" And whom was it that 
this kw of the spirit, this dear revelation of 
6oB*3«tensal{xirpose, was to embrace? The 
htw of Moses was confined, as we have seen^ 
to a particohyr people, in a particular ponton 
ef the globe ; was k to be so with the law 
of Christ? 

The whole course (rf this epistle, and the 
argtmiems against the Jewsy as far as we 
have gone, shew it to be direftiy the con- 
crarj ; and after what I have ho-c said, I woidd 
beg ef 70U, at your leisure, to read over the 
q>t9it)e as iar as the eighth chapter ^ and wkh 
a very littie attention yon wrU perceive that the 
cbfeik'of the general argnmeat tends to prove 
what i have stated. . I shaU pass over virhat 
is said of " groaning in the sfirity*' asit vnll be 
the sabjeft of a particolar disconrse ; and 
proceed^ to that remarkable and diluted 
passage, which you have no doubt often heard 
repeated. '^All things work together for 
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'* good to THEM THAT ARE CALLED AC- 
*' CORDING to HIS PURPOSE. FoRWHOM 

** he did foreknow, he also did pre- 
** destinate, &c. moreover, whom he 
" did predestinate, them he also 
•* called; and whom h« caleed, them 

** HE ALSO JUSTIFIED. WhOM HE JUS- 
«« TIFIED, THEM HE ALSO QLORIFIED." 

Verse 30. Who were these, then, whom 
God foreknew, and predestmated^and called, 
and justified, and glorified ? Were they the 
convened Jews only ? So they seemed to ima- 
gine ; but the whole epistle is against this 
supposition. Shall we then admit, that the 
principle remained of confinement and sele^* 
ion, and that only the persons were changed ; 
that the Gospel was individually partial , 
as the law was naturally i Then: St. Paul 
palpably contradifls his own direct assertion ; 
for he had said expressly in the fifth 
chapter, as we have observed, " as by 
** the oflfence of one judgement came 

** UPON ALL, so BY THE RIGHTEOUS- 
*^ NESS OF ONE THE FREE GIFT CAME 
" UPON ALL MEN TO JUSTIFICATION OF 
«LIFE.'V 

If then the ** free gift came upon all,*' 
arc all men to be " glorified ?" I'hat we 
dare not say. Who then were foreknown? 
Particular individuals, predestined to this 



end before they were born, and clefted par- 
tially, in all ages, from the great mass of 
mankind? ,Wbo shall enter ^Mnto the 
*• councils of the Most High," and so assert ? 
And when we feel that such assertion is 
contrary to every idea we can form of a just 
as well as merciful Being, who shall boldly 
say we oppose God, because we oppose such 
opinions, which every uncorrupted feeling of 
the heart, which every diftate of the under? 
standing, which the whole tcnour of the 
Gospel, which Jesus Christ himself, (I do 
not fear to say,) and which all the general 
arguments of St. Paul in this very epistle, 
contradid. 

It was God's " eternal purpose^^ then, to 
tall the Gentiles, , as well as the Jews^ to 
the privileges of the Gospel, without any 
predetermined 'preference in favour of indi* 
viduals, to glorify all those who should 
be. found righteous in their generation^ 
How God's foreknowledge can. consist 
with man's free-will, is not my purpose to 
enquire. That is a question of '* vain phi- 
** losophy," against which we are so.oftea 
warned by the Apostles : we have nothing 
to do but with the meaning of . St« Paul in 
this passage. ... 

I admit instandy, that the feelings of the 
Imman heart, and the dilates of Jbiumao 
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tmderstandi[^9 are not to be appealed to^ tf 
any posicion be proved from the amerriag 
word of God. But before we can admit 
that it is so, ir mast be made to appear 
coffsistent with, and not contradifiory to, 
the WHOLE word of God. 

I hope I have already proved it to be in 

coQtradidion of St. Paul's own arguments^ 

even in this epistle. Now suppose we could 

come 10 no explanation of it at all, shotdd 

we abide by this one text, in opposition to 

the whole course of the Gospel, or place 

it among those tbmgs which Su Peter 

said were ** hard to be understood." But 

if we come to a clear explanation, and that 

explanation be consistent with St. Paul's 

argumeat, and with the whole Unour of .the 

word of GoD; what must we think of 

the vain pride of that pfailosopby, which can 

buiid up, with learning and eloquence, a 

Babsl of iMAGmmos 'y and then asserting 

a cls(if& to infaHibiiity, affirm that this human 

MmAure is bhe work of Gox) ; and call U5> 

fit the risk of our salivation, ^^ to fsdl down 

and worship ;" not, the ^^ gold and precious ' 

•* stones'* of t?he Gospd, hwt the '* straw 

^ and stabbli^' of human philosophy ! ! 

The humble christian, equally regardless 

of dreams or dogmas, takes his stand 

on the word' of God, and adheres to 
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tbat otljr. He may be in drror, but all 
he asks is, in what manner be shall be 
best efiabfed ta iollow that rule; ainl the 
answer iSy tfaov^ he should not confine 
his attentioit %a Me teKt^ but if that appears 
^fficalt^ see what light may be thrown 
upon it by the other and clearer parts of 
scripting, and above all attend to the words 
of OUT Savioar himseif, for in him was the 

*• FIXLNESS of the ©ODHEAD,*' 

If there can be yet a doubt with respeA to 
tjie meaning of this passage^ a comparison 
with the Epistb to the Ephesians on the 
very same subjeft must remove it. The 
same *• eternal purpose*' of Ooi> is spoken 
of, and on account of the very same 
people. The whole passage is a perfeft 
explanation ^f St. Paul's meaning in the 
epistle* " The mystery, &c. which in 
^ other ages was not known unto the sons 
^ of men, ts now revealed unto his holy 
^^ aposDles and prophets by the Spirit ; 
** that the Gendles should be fellow-heirs, 
^* and of the same. Boa>Y, and partakers of 
" bis PROMISE IK Chuist by the Gospel.** 
'And again in the same passagcij ^^ that new 
** unto the principalities and powers in 
^ heavenly places might be knbwn by 
^ the Church the manifold wisdom of Goo, 
^ according to the eternal ptepose which be 
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«< purposed m Christ Jesus our Lord." 
Here the same eternal purpose is spokea 
. of, and the same appUcatioo made, to those 
who were to be caUed out of all natioDs. 
Both passages throw a jight on each other ; 
nor can any thing like '* Individual predes* 
•* tination'* be inferred from either. 

In the account which Christ gives of the 
awful circumstances of the last day, there 
is, in my opinion, a still more complete illus- 
tration of that kind of predestiQation^ of 
which St. Paul here speaks : " Come, yc 
" blessed children of my Father, receive the 
•* kingdom prepared for you from the 
*• BEGINNING of the world." It is unfortu- 
nate for human pride and human presump- 
tion, that ^^ personal predestinatioa" muse 
render vain Christ's assertions of bis 
own justice. ■ 

Who were the blessed children of the 
Father called to receive the kingdom pre- 
pared for them from the beginning ? Jesus 
Christ shall answer : "the righteous." 
And who were the righteous for whom the 
kingdom was. prepared from the " beqin- 

" NINO OF THE WORLD ?*'. JeSUS ChRIST 

shall answer : those, as we have before obser- 
ved, whp when " he was an hungered., gave 
** him meat; when he was thirsty, gave, him 
^< drink; or ^vhen he was a stranger^ took 
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^^ bim in ; when he was sick, visited him ^ 
*^ or when he was in prison, came unto him/' 
If this were not sufficient, let us attend to 
the voioc of Revelatifon ftxrai first to last* 
What were the tidings of the angels who 
aunounced from heaven the dawn of falva- 
tion ? *' Behold, I bring you glad tidings of 
** great joy, which shall be to all people.'* 
What was the affcfting address of our 
Saviour ? " Come unto me all ye that 
** labour and arc heavy laden, and I will 
** give you rest." What was the fignifica- 
tion of the parable of the wedding sup* 
per, when the marriage was furnished 
with guests from the highways ; and when 
he only was cast out, who had not on the 
the wedding garment ? which cannot be un- 
derstood otherwise . than of a person who 
has the name^ without the heart and dispo- 
shton, of a christian. Nor can the 
furnishing the wedding with giiests from 
the liighways and hedges be . considered 
-othcrwisBC than as Gbb*s ^^bternal pur- 
«« posE^'to call all nations.. After the Holy 
Ghost, the promisejl.^' comforter,^' had 
descended on thciiJIisciples, was the gift 
confined to the apostle and Jewish converts ? 
Hear St. Luke's account in the tenth chapter 
of the Afts: ** and they iof the circumcision 
** which believed, were asSoBished^ as many 
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*• as camCf^i^ith Peter, because that on the 
^' Gentiles was also poured out the gift of 
« the Holy Ghost." 

It appears that the apostles were not till 
this time conviaced of. the great design of 
Christ s coining — the cause of universal 
redemption. St. Paul was supernaturally 
converted for this purpose ; " to be the 
*• chosen vessel" to preach Christ cruci- 
** fied" to the Gentiles ; and he means by 
the Gentiles the whole world. And this was 
God's eternal purpose, ^^ that in the end 
*^ all things should work together for good 
^' to them that love him ; and that these 
^^ at last should be one fold and ok£ 

** SHEPHERD." 

Such is the general testimony of the 
vmttenWord of God, in confirmation of 
one great truth. Shall we take St. Paul's. 
^f5rds in this place, in opposition to the 
united voice of the Old and.New Testament, 
and in contradUtim to his own arguments ; 
or shall we admit, which I think we must be 
compelled to do, that the whole scheme o^ 
human redemption was^ meant to be uni- 
versal^ not pUrtictdar J *L^A that when St. 
Paul speaks of those whom God foreknew, 
and justified, and glorified, he speaks of 
all Christians in all . ages, who, through 
GoD's^assistance, having kept iaiib, should 






attain that inheritance which was laid up kt 
them in heaven, and *^ whkh fadith H^ 

Ail the passages in scripture which maf 
be quoted as favonral^le to personal pre- 
destination, if duly considered, will be 
found ofily applicable to the chrcumstances I 
have mentioned. The most particular is in 
the first of Timothy. ** Who hath called ua 

with a holy calling, according to his owit. 

purpose, and the grate which wafr glveffl 

in Christ Jesus, before the world tegan^ 
♦* and is now made manifest by the appcar- 
^^ ance of Christ, who had abolisHeII 
** DEATH, and brought life arid inSnortality 
** to light, through the Gospel, whereof 
'^ I am appointed a preacher, and a 
*• teacher to the Gentiles." 

The first chapter of the epistle to tb^ 
Ephesians relates to the same purpose. 
*• According^'as he hath chosen us beford 
*' the foundation of the world.— Havhig 
** predestinated us unto the adoption of 
** children, by Jesus Christ." Thar, 
in the dispensatioii of Jesus, he might 
^* gather together in one all things ia 
** Chrjst, which arc in Heaven, and which 
«^ are itt t^th.'* 

The word fredestinatim is only found m 
r^6 chapter^ of the Epistles, and not ift 

D 2 
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the Cbui" Gospels at all ! These passages, and 
others ^bich' might be brought, so far from 
establishing personal predestination, only 
confirm what I have before said of God's 
eternal purpose, that all things ^^ should 
^' work together for good, and the sound of 
•* salvation go forth unto all lands." 
. But granting that some passages might 
bear another construftion, (that o^ particular 
predestination^^ it muse be laid down as a 
rule, in difEcuk texts, that the interpretation 
$houId be always taken which is agreeable 
to many passages^ rather than that which 
is agreeable to a few. And it must be 
obvious, that those things which are 
knost essential to salvation, are, for that 
very reason^ Qiost clearly laid down ; and 
that where there is any obscurity^ that point 
is not necessary for salvation. 

I shall on Sunday next enter into this subjef)-, 
as far as it regards personal elcAion, more par- 
ticularly ; and I now leave what has been said 
to your rcfiedbns; hoping you will always be 
ready to abide by what shall appear to be the 
WORD OF G0D5 ' not by what is positively 
pronounced by erring and uncharitable men. 

The more you study the general mean- 
ing of scripture, the more you will be 
convinced of the truth, the soberness, the 
wisdom, and the harmony of the whole; 
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Md I do hope, also, that you Ni^rill be more 
and more attached to that communion of 
christians, unto which you were baptised ; 
and that church of Christ, in which your 
fathers and mothers died ; which, whilst it 
grants, readily and cheerfully, the rights of 
conscience to all who dissent, claims onl^ 
assent to its own articles so far and no 
farther, than they can be proved consistent 
with, and evidently deduced from, the word 
of God. 

. Christ himself says, *'you believe in 
«< God, believe also in mc/* 

This, I trust, we may do, without thinking 
it necessary to believe in predestinatioti and 
election, in the sense generally attributed 
to those words. The predestined con^ 
stitute the Church, the apostolic assem- 
bly of the faithful, in all ages. To thtl 
Church, reformed from all errors and abuses, 
which will not abide the test of the scrip- 
tures, we trust, we belong. Some have 
been so bold, might we not say blasphemous, 
as to affirm that to be the Gospel, which 
the Gospel in dired words contradiAs. We 
have been told, that the promises of Christ 
contain neither **;//' or butsW** Oh! 
ignorance and presumption ! that very Gos* 

* The promises of the Go^l, accordmg to John 
Calvbf may hare no *< j/>** and <• kuStf but i think that 
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pel says to that very roan, and to all who 
believe tbc assertions of such men, " This 
'* ^6fle draw nigh to me with their mouths ^ 
" and honour mc with their lii'S, but 
** their heart is far from mc. But,— but 
*• in vain do they worship me, teaching for 
y do^rines the commandments of men I'' 
John XV. Sy 9* Jesus Christ says alsp^ 
chapter xiii. 17, '^ If ye know these things* 
** happy are yc if ye do them.'* No two 
words in the whole Bible could be found, m 
unfortunate for this man's ** assurance ;'' 
and it almost might appear a judgment on 
hHTi for his presumption, in sele&ing those 
expressions which Goo so posnively and 
dimQIy turns against hitR» both in letter a^ud 
in sentiment* 

This IS a specimen of what we are to crusjt 
to, if we leave the language or the general 
spirit of the word of truth. May Goi> 
Almig^ity, of bis grace, so dire^ us to 
adhere to it, that when the last trump shali 
wake us from the bed of death, we may be 
foupd among the company of the faithful ; 
and to whatever commuiiion of Christiaa 
worship we belong, may we '* see the things 
f ^ which belong to our peace, and hold the 

Dr. Hawker will not in future venture to assert, ihat 
the Gospel atcoiding to Jesv« CliitiST has no " i/i." 
or « huts.'* ■ \ 
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** faith in unity of spirit among ourselves, in 
*' the bond of peace with others, and ia 
** righteousness of Irfe towards God.*^ 
To whom with the Father, &c» 
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NOTES 

TO SBBMONS IIF. AND IV. 

1 Have a book, sanctioned by many reipedlable names^ 
as cootaining the geouioe gospel -do^rine, in which the 
passage from St. Pauly ** as in Adam all die, even so in 
•« Christ shall all be made alive/* is thus printed — ^« A« 
*' in Adam all die, even so in Chiust shall all ( the 
** blbct) be made alive/* 

Any thing might be proved by thus daringly altering 
the word o? God, and making it speak our opinions^ 
instead of submitting our opinions to that ; and Ma- 
homet might have proved his divine mission in the same 
manner. << As in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
** shall all (who say there is one God, and Mahomet is 
** his prophet) he made alive. 

What must we think of any set of human opinions* 
when recourse must be had to such means to prove them ? 

I beg it again to be decidedly understood, by all 
who cast their eyes over these pages, that I condemn no 
man^ for not believing my interpretation, or any inter- 
pretation, except that of his own understanding or con- 
science. But when I say, " neither will they believe, if 
** one arise from the dead,*' I speak of the pointed and 
positive words of the Apostle only. For instance ; if 
when the Apostle s^ys, " the justification came 
** UPON <ALL MEN ;** any uninspired person, in dire<5l 
opposition,asserts>the justification "did not" conieupon 
all men ! then, I say, that person will not be per- 
suaded, *» though one rose from the dead :*' And if he 
boasts, th<it, in opposition to tup. apostlk, in asserting 
this, he has " the extraordinary inspiration of the 
" Holy Ghost," I beg him to reflet whether he may not 
be guiltjiL of a " sin against the Holy Ghost," in 
pleading, presumptuously* the dictates of that Spirit 
against any positive truth which that Spirit haddeclaredt 
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ROMANS ix. 11. 

That the purpose of God according^ to election 
might staridy not of worksy but of Him thai 
calleth. 

I HAVE purposely divided this disputed 
subjeA into two parts; that I might call 
your attention more particularly to those 
expressions, which seem at first view, in a 
more positive manner, to point to the doc- 
trines of personal and individual eleAion;. 
and which have, on that account, been often 
triumphantly brought forward.. 

The names of Esau and of Jacob are spe- 
cified in the chapter from whence the text is 
- taken, and therefore let us see what this^ 
circumstance proves. 
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If it is taken from the general course of 
argument, and considered independently, and 
by itself, without regard to what went before^ 
undoubtedly it must appear, itL3t partial, and 
even personal, eleftion must take place; and 
that the Almighty God is, for no other 
reason than his good-will and pleasure, 
•* a respefter of persons j" thpugh St. Paul 
had before told us he was not. Is God^ 
theo, a " respefter of persons ?" 

It is undoubtedly said, *^ Jacob have I 
•* loved, and Esau have I hated /" Stronger 
words could not have been found ; and the 
history of the Old Testament shews xhat 
Jacob wa$ that descendant of Abraham, 
whom God favoured ; as the nation of the 
Jews was that nation, on the whole face 
of the globe, to whom alone *' his oracles 
" were committed.** 

I shall, therefore, call your attention to 
this subje6): more particuiarly. It never was 
denied, that the Old Testament was z partial 
revelation of God's will; paitiality, or ex- 
clusive predilection, appears upon the very 
face of it, in regard to nations, to per- 
sons, and to THXN@8. 

If there be any meaning or connexion in 
the arguments of St. Paul, this partiality 
was, under the new and more complete 
covenant of Jesus Christ, to be dode 
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awa]r ; under ^vhich he only, whether bond- 
man or free» circumcised or uncircumcised^ 
Jew or Gentile,'** should be Ofcepted^ who 
•* held the faith in rightsousneu.*^ 

Why, then, are the names of Jacob and 
Esau specifically introduced on this occasion ? 
Because St. Paul wishes to convince the 
Jews, by a positive and direft appeal to 
those very writings, on which their partia- 
lity to themselves, and their prejudice against 
other faations, was| founded. I think I 
should not mistate the Apostle's argument, 
by giving it in this manner. •* You 
" (speaking to the Jews) are offended, that 
** other nations, and those not com|3i)ying 
" with the rites and ceremonies of .Moses, 
^ should be :admitted into Got>*z favoun 
^* Are you indignant, becausie ' this is 
^ God's will and .pleasure, because He so 
** purposed ? Look at your own history; 
•^.appeal to Moses himself 5 yoU have ng 
<< objeAioa, you . make no reclamation, 
** because, it was God's will and pleasure 
'* that Jacob (without any regard to works) 
** should be preferred to Esau. Why may 
*' not God, then, the Father of Sill mankind, 
" by the same rule, call *others^ and rcjcft 
*' you, both being sinners alike ? The 
^' partial dispensation of the Okl Testament 
only made way to this last and perfect 
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< ^ manifestation of his will. Pharaoh, of 
** old, was raised up for this cause^ under 
" the same partial admbistration of God's 
^* power, that bis name might be declared 
*^ thoughout all the eanh. Is it unright- 
<< eousness. in God so to determine ? Ask 
" your own lawgiver, — ^ I will have mercy 
^^ ^ on whom I will have mercy; and whom I 
" * will, I will pardon I' You, then, of 
^ all people, cannot complain; who, in 
^ your own oracles^ appeal to and trium- 
*' phantly boast of God's partiality. But 
^ he is not paxtial ii> this, he is only just, 
^^ and fulfilling that intention which so long 
*^ since He revealed to Abraham/* 

The penitent and converted, of all nations 
who form the Christian church, are now 
csilled to the feast ; and the impenitent and 
unconvcried Jew is shut out ;. *< and so 
" shall the last be first, and the first last.'* 

I have thus brieSy staled what appears 
to me the course of St. Saul's argument ; 
por can I, after, much attentioq, conceive 
how ii can in any other way. be made con- 
sistent with the Scripture^, or the Apostle*^ 
own reasoning. 

If we ask, why the Jews were thus r^eSed? 
there cannot be a more dircfi and plain 
answer, than St. Peter gives in the third 
chapter of the Afts of the Apostles, ** The 
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** Goi) of Abraham, and of Isaac, and Jacob, 
•* the God of our fathers has glorified 
*• Jesus, whom yc delivered up, and denied 
** him, in the presence of Pilate, when he 
•* determined to let him go; but yc denied 
" the HOLY ONE and the just, and killed 
*« the Prince of Life, whom God raised 
*' from the dead." This is the reason 
why now " Jacob is hated, and Esau is 
« loved.'* 

•^ And now, brethren, (the Apostle con- 
^ ^ tinues) not that through ignorance ye did 
** it, as did likewise your rulers. Bat those 
** things which God had before shewn 
^ by the mouth of all his prophets, be 
•* hath so fulfilled.** ** Repent,- therefore, 
" and be converted, that your sins may 
*' be blotted out !'* 

If there could be yet a doubt, what has 
been said might be confirmed by the thir- 
teenth chapter of the A£ks of the Apostles. 

'^ Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, 
" and said. It was necessary the word of 
^' God should first have been spoken to 
" YOU (the Jews). : but seeing ye put it 
** from you, and judge yourselves, un- 

" WORTHY of everlasting LIKE, lo, 

^ we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath 
** the Lord commanded, saying, I have 
" set thee to be a light unto the GentUesf 
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** that - thou shoaldest be for uivation 
*' unto the ends of the earib. 

*' AQd when the Gentiles beard this, 
" they were glad, and glorified the wsrd 
" of the Lord, and as many as were or- 
** daiaed to eternal life believed."* 

I shall only bring forward one more proof, 
to shew that the mention here made of Jacob 
and Eaau has reference expressly to the ad- 
mission of the Gentiles, by referring to 
that very prophet from whom St. Paul takes 
the expression. It is in the first chapter of 
Malachi, 2d verse. " 1 have loved you, 
*' saiih the Lord. Yet ye say, wherein hast 
" thou loved us ? Was not Esau Jacob's 
" brother ? saith the Lord : yet 1 loved 
*' Jacob, and I hated Esau," Verse 3d. 
Afierthis, for the transgressioQ of thepriests 
and people, he says, ** I have no pleasure in 
" you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither 
" will I accept an oflering ai your hand. For 
" from the rising of the sun even unto the 
" GOING DOWN of the SAME, my name shall 
" be great among the gentiles ; and in 

" The words of the origiaal arei Kai nnmBg-ai om 

*t tothe reader coQvertant with the language,. 
e lense be uot, " that thoie whotelieved were 
order towards attaining eternal life:" the 
rtrayfumi not being " ordaiwd," hai '' placed 
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«* EVERY PLACE inccDSC shall be oflFcred 
•* unto my name, and a pure offering : 
*• for my name shall be great among the 
« HEATHEN- !** VcTscs loand II. 

Words cannot stronger express the extent 
of universal dominion and the eternal triumph 
of the pure religion of Christianity over 
the Jewish polity. These circumstances, thcn^ 
will give us a clear insight into the meaning 
of the words, ** and hath not God power to 
<* make one vessel unto honour, and another 
« to dishonour ? What if God, willing to 
*« shew his wrath, and to make his power 
«< known, endure, with much longer suffer- 
«« ing, the vessels of wrath j filled to destruc* 
" tion ; and that he might make known the 
*« riches of his mercy, which he had afore 
*« prepared unto glory ; even us whom he had 
" called ; not of the Jews only, but of the Gen- 
** tiles.*' As he saith in Hosea, ** I once called 
♦« them my people, which were wt?/ my people, 
*« and her beloved, which was not l?elovcd.^* 
The vessels of wrath, endured with much 
long suffering, and filled to destruaion, who 
were they, but these Jews, who, by their 
hardheartedness, and by their obstinacy, 
and afterwards by seeking righteousness 
by the works of the law, not by 
FAITH IN Christ, had fulfilled " the 
^ measure of iniquity/^ 
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Bat note, even in this rcjeAicn, the kind* 
ness of Golly which, through the whole 
history of his dealings with the Jews, is 
manifested : For why did St. Paul preach so 
eamesdy to them? that the *^ goodness 
^' and long-suffering of God might lead 
** them to repentance.** When omr Sa- 
viour looked down on the city of Jerusalem, 
hear his affeAionate address. '^ O Je-* 
^^ RUSALEM, Jerusalem, thou that 
*^ slayest the prophets, and killest those 
^* that arc sent unto thee, how often* 
" would I have gathered your children 
'^ together, even as a hen gathers her 
*' chickens under her wing, and ye would 
** NOT. Behold your house is left unto 
** you desolate V Her house was Icfr 
desolate, because neither entreaties, nor 
arguments, nor tokens of ^^ mercy and long»> 
** suflfcring,*' nor the voice of the Son of 
God himself, moved them^ that they might 
repent, and be forgiven. 

Such are thedealings of God with anation,. 
whomyct He does not entirely " cast off/* 
but calte to repentance by the Apostle. 

If we apply to such as have been described, 
the words ** vessels of wrath filled to de- 
^^ struftion/' and take the words in con- 
jundion with what has been said of the 
" long-suffering of Him who willetb not 
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'* that any should die;'* all is consistent, 
agreeable to the tenour of the Gospel his- 
tory, and that mercy of God which is over 
all his works. 

If these terrific words are applied to 
individaals^ the arguments are not only 
unjust, but inconsequent ; and nothing but 
the certainty that God so pronounced ought 
to induce us to take them in this sense. 

Having made this explanation, I hope, 
clear, to the humblest capacity of any one 
who pays attention to his Bible ; I shall 
Consider the chief of those passages in the 
Scripture, where the word - election or e/eci 
is used ; by^ which we shall next see, when 
they are so used, whether particular elcAion 
of individuals coiil^ be intended. 

In the first place, the word election 
is not mentioned at aJl in the four tsosPELs; 
neither by Sr. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, 
or St. John, the disciple whom Jksus loved, 
and who leaned on his bosom at the last 
supper; nor by Jesus Christ himself. 
This is enough to satisfy us, how little ne- 
cessity there can be for believing' individual 
clcflion, when the word is not even men- 
tioned in the Gospel. 

The word elect is used in the awful de- 
scription of the last judgment ; but wherever 
it U used, it will appear to relate only to those 
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who are admitted into the Christian cove- 
nant; for final salvation belongs only to 
those who, having been so admitted, *^ en* 
" dure to the end." 

This is the sense in which these words 
are to be understood, '^ he shall ga- 
*' thcr the ele^ from the four winds }'* 
(St. Mark :) which is sajkig no more than 
Christ himself said, when he described 
the f' RioHTEOUs,** who were to ** inherit 
** the kingdom prepared from the beginning 
** of the world.** Where the word eled is 
used in other passages, it will appear to 
apply only to those who, like the apostles 
themselves, were especially called, or to 
those who wereiirst admitted into the christ- 
ian covenant. In the Epistles, the word is 
used, as thus generally api^ed, eight times. 
It wiU be sufficient for me to prove it is only 
generally, and not particularfy, applied, by 
two remarkable passages, which are, in my 
opinion, decisive, as to this pomt ; that when 
the Apostles used the word, they themselves 
neant it in its general seme^ and could not 
have meant it otherwise. 

It is applied by St. Peter to the strangers 
scattered " throughout*' the countries 
Pontusy Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bitbyniaf Can it be supposed, that 
throughout these extetisive regions, be 
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means only ele&ed individuals^ and not 
Christian converts in general. Why is the 
epistle called general ? because ic wa« ad- 
dressed to all in those countries, ^fao bad 
embraced the Christian covenant. : But St. 
John uses the nrord more particularly ia 
his epistle, ^r he says ^ to the deft lady.*' 
Now this expression, so applied to a par- 
-ticulat person, must decide, if acy thing 
can decide, the meaning of the Apostle. Shall 
•we abide by this ? Look then : the very 
lady whom St. John calls " elect," in 
a few verses after, he warns, with the 
greatest earnestness, against fahei teachers ; 
so little did St. John think her election sure^ 
though he calls her ekct. ^^ Look to 
^ TouRSfiLVEs, that we k)se not those 
^^ things which wt bave wrought/' Verse 8« 
I have more pointedly dwek oin those 
passages, where the words election and 
elect ^zv^ used, that you nught be con^ 
vrnced that the meaning of the Apostle 
could not be such as those who build creeds 
upon separate texts, would make us believe. 
If the certainty of eleftion might be applied 
to one human being, independently of the 
grounds of comfort and reliance which arc 
derived from a good conscience, it might be 
applied to St. Panl himself, and co those 
who, selefted from the world, attended him 



€€ 
CC 



I 68 ] 

in his travels, and were witness to his 
affliAions and trials. Yet of himself he say^ 
** I exercise myself day and night, to have a 
*' conscience void of offence to God and 
** towards man ; lest by any means, when I 

have preached to others, I myself dhould 

be a cast-away !" And of his own com- 
panions he writes thus by name : ^* Hy» 
* ' menasos, Alexander, Phygettus, Hermo- 
'* genes, and all those which were in AsUt^ 
*' [those whom St. Peter called, elect^ arc 
•* turned from me :" even Dcraas, who^ 
came with him to Rome, had forsaken him^ 
*^ having loved the things of the present 
" world." 

I trust I have said enough to convince 
you, if you rely on the scripture alone, 
as I trust you do, that thq-e are no grounds 
from that scripture to believe that the words 
elect and election apply to individuals: oa 
the contrary, there is every reason to brieve 
they apply only to the great purpose of Gos 
in calling the Gentiles ; to those who first 
embraced the Christian faith, and this without 
reference to their final justification. 

As 1 observed that the word election was 
not in St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, or 
St. John ; so I will be bold to affirm, tliat in 
no part of the Gospel, or of the Epistles, in 
iio chapter, in no verse, in no part^ from the 
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beginning to the end in letter or m spirit, 
is it r<rquired as a necessary article of 

SEJLIEF. 

When the terrified jailor, in the AAs of 
the Apostles, after the earthquake, with 
looks of dismay, fell at the feet of Peter, 
saying, "what shall I do ?*' did St. Peter 
reply, ^ ^Believe in predestination and election, 
** and you shall be saved ?*' when if these 
words were explained as some boldly preach, 
this jailor mast have known, after all, that 
he might not be saved, whether he believed 
them or not. No ! St. Peter answered, 
^^ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
" thou shalt be saved.*' 

Christians, remember that the Scrip- 
ture, besides reproofs, promises, and threat- 
enings, contains declarations and commands. 
Some things are obscurely declared^ 
aiid some things positively commanded. 
Which shall we follow ? If we fly to Jesus 
Christ, as we are commanded j by faith and 
repentance; mercy, love, peace, pardon, 
seem to visit our hearts, as with a ray from 
Heaven! 

If we consult bis everlasting wordy how 
calm arc its consolations, yec how sublime 
its views ! how fervent, . and yet how com* 
posed, its spirit ! It speaks, it persuades, it 
exhorts, it conioles^ it animates, and brings 
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every thought in subjeftion to one awful ob- 
jea,*-jESus Christ, and him crucified. 

How different are the feelings of him 
who looks to those pares alone which 
furnish matter for ** doubtful disputations;'* 
which he magnifies, and thinks as necessary 
for his salvation y as those things are which 
Christ himself positively commanded. 

Predestination and elcSion, then, are* 
matters of private speculation, not mat- 
ters of scriptural command -y and as mat- 
ters of private speculation, may be true 
or false. The only question, therefore, a 
sincere Christian would ask, is, whether 
the belief in them ia commanded ? This, I 
am confident, is nor. As matters of " subtle 
'* disputations,** they arc injurious to the 
religious principles of the individual only 
when they affeft his own mind, or his christ- 
ian charity to others. They are injurious, 
most injurious to the publick, when, they 
strike at the root of moral obligation, or 
the ideas of God's retributive justice ; 
and who can say, that such opinions ge- 
nerally disseminated, do not? Whether 
true or ftdse, dangerons or not dangerous, 
as speculative opinionsi I know (and I defy 
all the sophists in the world to prove the 
contraryj that the belief of thear n not 
COMMANDED ih tfac scriptures ; and^thd 
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arguments^ I hope, will convince my hearers, 
that when St. Paul employed the words, he 
did not employ them in the way in which they 
sometimes (to suit a peculiar system) are 
interpreted How fat^ the consideration of 
them may affeA the religious peace and cha« 
rity of a mistaken, but sincere Christian, 
I leave you to judge ; from a pidure, to be 
met with every day, which 1 shall present, 
without the least exaggeration of colouring, 

A poor man of this temper, in his solitary 
and disconsolate musings, thinks of nothing 
but the words, " Esau have I bated,, and 
*« Jacob hAve I loved/* He endeavours to 
turn his thoughts to what is more animating 
in the hope of a Christian ; he thinks of 
GoD*s mercy, — of a- Redeemer, whose 
arms are stretched out from the cross, 
as if to embrace all the sinful and afflicted 
race of mankind. 

Still the words sound in his ear, ^^ Jacob ' 
«* have I loved, and Esau have I hated/* 
After nights and days of inquietude, he per- 
haps v^tures to kK)^ op, and thinks that he 
may be among those that are *^ loved ;'' at last 
tbisf hope settles into a kind of dark belief : 
Still his spirit \& not at rest }t he does not^ 
merely exclaim, with St.Pauly when <5 waiting 
for the redemption of the body, ^ who shall' 
" deliver me from this death ?" but, who 
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sh::!! deliver mc from the terrors of God ? 
who shall rescue my soul, who shall save 
me from that pit where the ^* worm dteth 
•* not," in that world which lies for ever 
in darkness, beyond the light and glimmer of' 
God's mercy ? 

At length this tempest of the soul, from 
natural causes, subsides: on a sudden, there 
is no more uncertainty; we are instantly 
called to admire the efFeds of God's wonder* 
ful dealings with this forlorn individual* AH 
is passed, the sunshine returns to the deserted 
soul i but is it the real, the sincere ^^joy and 
** peace of believing ?** With some, perhaps, 
it may ; but with the majority, despondence 
is succeeded by presumption : so that being 
tossed between the extremes of presumption 
an dde spair ; self-love at last leads them on 
the safe side. They have no doubt now, 
but that they possess the seal of salvation i 
that they are the few, taken as a brand out 
of the fire^ whilst the city of dcstroction is- 
left to its fate, with all its multitudes. 

How different is the calm convi^on, the 
quiet and holy hope, of the man who makes 
God's word his rule. His meek and hum-^* 
ble mind ; his softened heart ; his enlarged 
charities ; his tender, yet delightful hopes $ all 
contribute to compose his spirits, whilst they 
confirm his faith« His religion wears the 



1 73 3 

same smile in sickness and In health, it ex- 
hibits the same lovely and composed cha- 
racter, in joy and in tears. In the scripture 
there is no account of any individual, who 
experiences such violent transitions/ except 
in particular instanced ; a sober, but a cheer- 
ful light is shed on the Christian's heart, 
which extends to all the scenes of nature, 
to all that is living round him ; and which 
casts a ray beyond the darkness of the 
grave. O precious faith ! O lively hope ! 
O spirit of meek and humble charity! 
so fill, and animate, and enlarge our hearts ; 
so conduC): us in the path of our earthly 
pilgrimage ; that whfen this '* corruptible 
** shall put on incorruptipn/* we may join 
the hosannas of thousands and teti thou^ 
sands of saints, in the kingdom of GSd and 
of Christ. 

" Worthy is the lamb that was slain, 
^' to receive honour, and glory, and ppwer, 
** now and for ever/' To whom, &c. 

• See P«£ice. 
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SERMON VI 



BOM AN S X. 5. 



For Mos€$ ihuf describtthihe righteousness 
whicfi is by the lawj That the man jvhich 
do€ih ihese things 6hall live by them. 



HAVING so far made the points in this 
q>]stle, which relate to dodrine, the 
subje£l of these discourses; and having 
cDd^avouredy in the plainest manner, to seiL 
before you, according to my sincere con- 
viction of their truth, the meaning of 
passages which have caused much mis- 
understanding ; the concluding part of this 
epistle may be easily understood : In the 
most earnest and aoeCtionate manner, the 



Apostle exhorts his brethren Bot to 
rcjcft the proffered mercies of God. 
«' Brethren, my heart's desire, and prayer 
'' to Goo for Israel, is, that they may be 
" saved**' Every argument of encourage- 
ment, every topic of persuasion, is employed 
to soften their hearts* 

** Hath God therefore cast off his people? 
<< God forbid. I am also an Israelite." But 
they must come into the flock of tlHRisT^ 
upon the same terifis with other nations ; and 
if ic was determined that these also should 
be called to the faith and knowledge of 
God, it was in like manner foreseen, that 
all would not be hardened, but obey the 
call in righteousness. The wild olive of 
the Gentiles being engrafted on the stock, 
the ttee, rooted and flourishing, should 
thus " become a pleasant plant." 

The epistle concludes with general ex- 
hortations, both to Jew and Gentile, as 
now created in Christ to a new life of 
righteousness ; it embraces all the duties 
of religion, of moral redlitude, and of social 
intercourse; and it were to be wished that 
all who quote St. Paul in one respeA, 
would copy his constant example in the other. 

The subjefts of" which I have hitheno 
treated, have been those of Christian doc- 
trines^.as they have unfolded themselves in 
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the course of this exafnioatioB. These form 
only the first division of what I laid down as 
material points to be discussed. There are 
others, and those very important, which 
relate to the inward and habitual feelings 
which Christianity requires. 

In what follows, I shall draw into as nar- 
row a compass as I am able, a circumstance 
on which I have briefly touched before, 
the connexion of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, with regard to the revelation of a 
future state ; and in so doing, I shall set 
before you the progress by which, from 
the dawn in the Old Testament, this cheer- 
ing but imperfefl light increased under 
the Gospel to perfcft day. There arc 
two great and prominent circumstances, 
connected with each other, which arc 
kept in view in every dispensation and 
revelation of Goo to man ; and which 
appear, in conjunSion, to pervade the scrip- 
tures, from Adam to Abraham, from Abra- 
ham to Moses, and from Moses to Christ. 
These two circumstances are atonement 
and immortality ; atonement is the " first 
*« and last,'* the great conneAing chain 
visible through the Old and New 
Testaments. 

At the fall, when the dreadful 
judgment was . pronounced^ of •* oust to 
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^* DUST," the Redeemer and Deliverer was 
promised ; and the very first a£t recorded, 
AFT£R THE FALL, was thfat of sacrifice % 
which as it could not have been traditionary, 
so its institution can only be supposed to 
have come from God himself, in solemn; 
sacred, and everlasting reference to the 
appointed time, when sin^and sorrow should 
be no more ; when ** captivity should be 
•* led captive;" " death swallowed up 
•' IN VICTORY ;" and the gates of immor- 
tality and glory again opened to the anxious 
and earnest hopes of all that lire. 

St. Paul, in the text, says of that ** right- 
^^ eousaess that is by the law, if a man do these 
^' things he shaH iive." And in confirmation, 
and I might say with decisive proof, . that 
everlasting life is here intended, though 
obscurely spoken of, we may adduce the 
remarkable passage in which the young 
man, in the gospel, asks of our Saviour 
himself, what he should do to inherit 
everlasting life ? Our Saviour does not here 
say, believe in me ; but refers to the corn- 
jD^ndments in the table of Moses. 

Shall we say, then, that immonality could 
be attaiiaed, independent of Jesus Christ? 
or if sa> was this immortality revealed to 
JMoses ? St. Paul says^ " death reigned until 
^ Moses ;" and also, in the secoi^U chapter 






of this epistle, speaking of the unconverted 
Jews and Gentiles, he says, " unto every 
*' one that doeth good, shall be glory and 
** honour : to them that continue in well 
** doing shall be glory, and honour, and im- 
^* mortality, eternal life ; the Gentile being 

judged by the light of nature, and the 

Jews by the law of God." 

Could they, then, added to imiuortality, 
attain that glory in another world, which 
is laid up for those who seek it at the foot of 
the cross of Christ alone? This opinion^ 
might seem to strike at the root of the ' 
Christian covenant, and almost to do away 
the iKcessity of a Saviour. 

Let us, then, attentively " search the 
** scriptures," in which alone we lire* 
sume.we have eternal life, and compare the 
testimonies of the Old and New Covenant, 
relating to this momentous subjefl of eiiqtiiry* 
It is, indeed, true, that Christ himself telU 
us, in the case of the young man, that 
imibortality is to be gained by keeping the 
commandments. ^^ This do, and thou shah 
** live/' 

It ought, then, to be rccolleftcd, that at 
the fall of man, even before the judgment 
was pronounced^ immediate provisionr was 
made for his restoration to righteousness 
a«i immortality. 
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This provision, (though, in face, aflo* 
ther life is not mentioned by Moses) 
iff kept iff - view through the whole 
dispensation of mercy from Gop- to n[ian ; 
audit could, be only by virtue of this provi- 
sion, that Adam, and Abraham, and Moses 
himself, when '* gathered to his fathers,*' 
before • the appearance of Christ in the 
flesih, could attain that inheritance which 
passeth not away. 

I have been particular in string this, 
because I hav^ sometimes heard it adduced 
as.aa apparent contradi£ldonv I shall follow 
the only guides we bl^ve or c^n have, and 
enquire in what manner it can be s^id with 
truth}' that, even under the law of Moses, 
^rthe man that doeth these things shall 
*^ live.** The words have , evidently a 
Tdattbn to what is said in the 1 5th chapter 
of Leviticus ; and. in Demeronoipy, there is 
;a passage^ which expres^s the same; thing, 
** I have placed life and death before you/' 
Except these two passages, through the whole 
of the books of Moses not one word is said, 
not a hint dropt, of manfs immortality. 

Of Adam, after the promise given, and 
provision made, by which the seed of the 
woman should bruise the serjSent's head; 
of Adam himself it is only said, ** he died ;" 
and nothing more is recorded of the patri- 
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arcbs who succeeded him, than that they died; 
and Moses himself is *• gathered to his 
" fathers/* without any other record, than 
that Moses, ** the servant of the Lord, 
** died in the land of Moab, according to 
" the word of the Lord." 

This is a matter, of which any person 
who has a desire may by a little pains be 
convinced. I am not speaking of the idea 
we have of the immortality of the soul from 
feelings of nature, or from reason, bm merely 
stating what is or is not said upon thfs 
subjcft in the five first books of the Bibte. 
They are all called the Law, though three 
only are so, strictly speaking. 

Whatever hopes wc might form, 'and 
ho^evei*' rtlu£hint our feelings might :be 
to descend t(> that inevitable pit, where 
all things are forgotten 5 the judgmem 
©f God is, *' dust thou art, and unto dust 
•* thdu shak return :" and through the 
-whole of the books of Moses nothing is 
said of a hope or cxpcftation beyond. 
<As, then, we have thi» assurance of a life 
immortal, full and compleat, only by the 
resurreftion of Jesus Christ ; it will be a 
means of exciting more attention to this 
subyeft, and of shewing how much we owe 
to God, Through a Redeemer's mercy ; if 
we point out how this great truth advan» 
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ced, how this light gradaally unfolded 
l^elfy from Moses tbrougb the prophetsv 
and became clearer and clearer, the nearer 
the. day-apriag approached, when the 
Saviour of the world proclaimed^ *' I am 
•• the resurrefiion and the Kfe.** 

Now the first intimation, after the books 
of Genesis, Deuteronomy, and Leviticus, 
which I fin4 given of an after-life, beyond ' 
the valley and the shadow of death, in the 
Old Testsunenr, is where Job thus ear- 
nestly entreateth the Almighty, (chapter 
xiv* II.) *^ As the waters fall from the sea,« 
^ and the flood dricth up ; so man lieth 
^^ down, and riseth not till the heavens be 
no more ; they shall not awake, nor be 
raised out of their sleep. — If a man die, 
** shall he live again ? All the days of my 
appointed time will I wait, //// my change 
eome.*^ But the most striking of all is 
certainly where JoU says expressly, *^I know 
" that my Redeemer liveth:** and! will noc 
weaken the effeA of this sublime passage, 
nor omit it, though it has been diflferently 
translated^ In. the Psalms, David, viewing, in 
the'spirit of prophecy, the resurreftipn ofour 
Lord, exclaims, *^ Thou didst not leave his. 
*^ soul in hell;'' and then, as if this idea 
cj^ciced the most ardent hope of his own irn- 
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mortality, He adds, ** thou shall shew me 
" the path of life'* . - 

The next remarkable passage respeAiog 
this; momentous circumstance, which is in- 
deed far more positive, is in Isaiah ; and 
it will be recollected, that Isaiah, of all the 
prophets, spoke most clearly of the coming 
of Christ in the flesh. As if he foresaw, 
also, more clearly, that immortality, which 
was brought to light by the Gospel, he says, 
in direl^ words, <' the dead shall arise, toge- 
** ther with my dead body shall thev arise." 
And Daniel speaks expressly to the same 
purpose, and adds also the striking circum- 
stance of judgment to come : (chap« xii. 2.) 
*^ And many of them that sleep in the dust 
" of the earth shall awake, some to cver- 
^ lasting life, and some to shame and ever- 
*• lasting contempt.*' 

These passages will be sufficient to shew 
how slowly and gradually the great and 
consoling doftrine of eternal life was re- 
vealed and unfolded to mankind. As 
the coming of Christ approached, this 
idea, filling the minds of the succeeding pro*^ 
phets, became more distinct ; but it bight* 
ened into perfeS day, at bis glorious coming, 
who destroyed sin and death ; and shewed 
us, no longer obscurely and darkly^ but 
in living light, the great, the eventful, the 
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triumphant truth of an endless existence ; 
where those, who ^^ have dope good, shalL 
^ go into everlasting ife ^ and those who 
^^ have dope eviL to. the resurrection of 
/^ eondemoatien." 

: This inq>o!rtant and most awful idea, which 
;Wa9 the message of our Redeemer to fallen 
man pervades the whole of the New Tos- 
lament. In his conversation with Nico- 
demuSi^ur.Saviour says plainly, *^ God so* 
^ loved the world^, that He ^aye kis only 
*^ begotten, thifit whosoever believed in IJim, 
^ should notp^i^hjbythave eveijlastinglifc/* 
And when he is described as speaking to the 
woman o^ Samaria at the well, he says^ 
" whosoever ' drinke^h of this water shall 
'^ thirst agai9 ; but whosoever drinketh of 
'* the watc^ that Tsh^Il give him, shall pever 
^^ thirst ; but- the- wejl that I ^hallgive him, 
:** sh^H be a well: springing to ejbr,nal 
'* LtiFEb'* Jphn. iv. , During pur. ^prd's 
abode upon earth, his disciples were all con- 
Tin€e3 ^f tWs gfc^t truth: When he says 
to St. I^eter; •* Wilt^thbu also go away ?"' 
St. Petcx- earpestly and afie£liqnately replies, . 
^' Loud, to whom shall we go ? > Thou hast. 
" the word's of EtEKNAL life.*' 

The resurredipn fro^ the dead, and the 
immortality of the soul, was indeed a do£lnne, 
as we have seen from the passages in 
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Job, and Daniel, and Isaiah, and other pro- 
phets, vhich was not unknown to (he 
generality of the Jewish nation. Wc 
are xcid as a remarkable h&^ that the 
sect of the Sadducees denied the resorrec* 
tion ;* which alone implies and proves that 
the Pharisees and others among the Jews 
did not only believe, but expeA one. Mary, 
the sister of the dead Lazarus, says, <^ I 
^^ know that my brother shall arise at the 
** resunreftion of the just at the last day.** 
The cause of the Sadducees denying the 
resurrection I may explain to you: it 
was owing to what I have before noticed, 
that in the books of Moses nothing la 
spoken concerning it. As the five first 
books of the Bible were, the books of 
the Law, which the Sadducees mostly va* 
lued, and as they paid little or no attention- 
to the later prophets, so they did not admit 
any belief of a general' resurrefiionj con^ 

* St* Pattl's^ opinioo of the- remirreAion is in oppo- 
sition both to the opinion of the Saddudees and of 
the Pharisees; one denying a resurredHon entirely, and 
the other expecting a resomedion of the same identical 
hemgt with the same human passtenS' and fieeliogs, as 
when alive. This is not only plain from the (jvestion 
concerning the woman who had seven husbands^ but 
is expressly mentioned by Josephus, the Jewish historian* 
who laySy rais ^t fotrrumtt S avetStwv : ^ they beKeve 

•< th^ shall have the paw^r of ffvmg a^m»'* . 
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ccrning which their great lawgiver Mosc^ 
was silent. Ic is said that j£sus put the 
Sadducees to sileirce. How was this done ? 
By Jesus asserting, oa this very point, from 
these very writings on which they relied, 
that Abraham stUl lived with God. ^* I 
^* am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
** Jacob. Now he is not the God of the 
** dead, but of the living." So the Sad- 
ducees were condemned, even from these 
very writings, on which alone they relied ; 
and this also is the strongest jx'oof, that 
thongh Moses was s^ent oo the great 
subjeA of an after Itfe^ yet Jesus Christ^^ 
the second, and far greater, lawgiver, not 
only brought it to light, but expressly asserts 
it of those men,, concerning whom ia Moses 
we only read that **- they died." 

Now though the Pharisees admitted a 
resurre^ion from the deiad, which the Sad- 
ducees, forreasofis I have mentioned, denied^ 
yet their notion ot it was very intperfeft and 
obscure: it is plain from thdr questions 
to jESirr, about the womaawho had sevea 
husbands, that they thought the body was 
to be precisely the same in the resurrefiibii, 
and that the future life in no respefi was 
to be different from the present. As the 
Apostles, after the resurredlioa of Jes^,s 
CHRistt speak more particularly oa this 
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8ubje£^, and St. Paul, to the Corinthians, 
more particularly than all ; I think, from 
what St. Paul says> we may conclude 
that we do not rise with the same bodies. 
Jesus Christ himself did so, because it 
was necessary, for a short iime^ to convince 
his followers vtoi he came with the same 
flesh and bones which he had upon 
eanh. Weshallallhave a^perfed conscious" 
ness, orotherwise there could benojudgmcnt; 
but as to rising again with the same fleshy 
the words of the apostle seem to convey a 
meaning quite the contrary. His words 
are, . ** some man will say, Hdw^are the 
dead raised up, and with what body 
do they come? lliou fod, that which 
'^ thou* sowest is not quickened, except 
'^ it die : and- thar which thou sowest, 
thou sowest NOT that body that shall 
be :'' &c. and in another place, more di^ 
redly, flesh and blood- cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, neither Aoxh- corruption 
•* inherit incorruprioni'* &c. 

I Have thus called your attention . to this 
jtnportant and awful subjed, becatise, not- 
withstanding the natural feelings of the 
human heart, we have' no> cenaimy of so 
gi^eat a truth, but- iroin the glorious ti* 
%ngs ^f i^e gospel) from * the> r^nbredion : 
of CwftiSTw ": The : wages gf siff is 
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" DEATH, but the gift of Ooii is eter- 
" NAL LIFE, through JesOs Christ our 
" Lord/' 

In what manner this great change is to 
take place, or in what form we are to 
come when " the trumpet shall sound ;*' as 
the God of nature has not thought fit to^ 
reveal, so we ought to wait in hope 
and assurance. 

Thankful for all the mercies of a Redeem*^ 
er*s love ; thankful, in particular, for this 
assurance of hope, which exceeds all chat the 
world can give, let us lift up our thoughts 
to those views,, which remain unfading 
in the Heavens ; to that light which, can. 
never fail ; to that God, whose eye is 
never closed. In the morn of our ex- 
istence, and still more,, as our feet are 
treading the downward path of life, whic)i 
leads to dust and to silence, let this holy 
idea fill our hearts. Let us consider the. 
troubles that await on our earthly pil- 
grimage, as the dust only which arises in 
5ie path of a summer's day journey.. 
Let us walk our short time appointed, 
as CHRISTIANS who boast that name; 
and may we at last, when our worldly pil- 
grimage is ended, be found among the 
number of those, who hear the gracious 
words of Him, whose cross they bore! 
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Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
** the kingdom prepared for yoa, from 
" the foundation of the world!" 

To whom with the Father, &c« 
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NOTES 



TO SERMON V. AND VK 



MELANCTHON, 

On Original Sin, 



m 



AS these discourses may fait into other hands than 
those to whom they were immediately addressed, I am 
induced to give the opinion of the most excellent and 
eloquent of the Reformers onthis sobje^; asl think the 
do^rine of the Reformation is sometimea misunderstood » 
and the opinion of the great and good roeoy who drew 
up the cfonfession of Augsburg^ might throw some 
light on ourown article on this su^eft. 

The words of Melancthon are as excellent as they are 
eloquent ; but I beg it to be understood^ I do not quote 
them as authority, for nothing ought to be considered as 
authority except the Bible itself; but as the sentitnent 
of the most learned,' eloquent, and excellent, and trujy 
charitable, of ail the Reformers. 

<< Cum aspicimus calamttates humanasf moriemp 
^* morboSf dc lores innumeros^ neces muU'tpVtceSj bellai 
•* magnorum urbium excidia, gentium dissipationes et 
<< TAstationes, monemur quidem, ut cogitemus tristem 
*' aliquem et magnam causam esse tantarum miseriarum, 
«* in tarn pHiEsi'ANTi natuka generis kumani, sed quse 
" sit prima et poiissima cnusa, non scit humana ratio 
«• SINE VEBBO Dei." — Melan^hon de peccat»* 
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I am tempted on tbit occasion to add Melancthon's 
opinion, in confirmation of what has been said con- 
cerning ** good worksi" in the second Sermon. 

** De quibus rebus dim par(im doceWint concionatorea 
'< tantum puerilia, et non necessaria opera urgebant ; ut 
** certasferUUf certajgumajfiratermtateit peregrinationesy 
<* cultus sanAorum, rosariac, monachatom, et similia. In 
** mente sunt aliquse r^rae notitiasy ut numeromm, legis 
<* moralis, && quae sine ulli dubitatione sunt in suo 
*' genere res bonje, videlicet conditae a Deo, in humana 
*< natura, &c. Item» arofyfi in corde, et virtutes heroicae. 
** Hae non sunt suo genere peccata, et in renatis fiunt* 

^ OPERA SONA." 



IMi« 



SERMON VII. 



t ' 



ROMAi^ viii. 22, 23. 

JTor we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now: 
^nd not only they, but ourselves also, which 
have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, xvaitirig for 

the adoption, to, wit, the redemption of our 
bodj/. 

I Have hitherto spoken of the Chris tiau 
doflrmes, cdntaioed in, St. Paul's epistle, 
and endeavoured to give a general view df 
the course of argument which the Apostle 
pursues from the beginnings to the end. 
As I am now about to speak of a more 
delicate and difficult subjefV, I shall revert 
to those particular texts, which appeat paore^ 
immediately to relate to inward F££LINOs 
of the heart. 
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This is a subjeft the more difScuIc, be^ 
cause, if, in setting the Apostolic writings 
before us, we may come to cenainty re- 
speAing outward anions, and nearly so wiih 
rcspc£l to essential doArines, (provided we 
look at the whole evangelical system, in*- 
stead of confining our view to a part ;) 
yet, when religious feelings are concerned, 
our ideas must be less distinA ; as no one 
man can be certain that his feelings are ths 
same as another's, let the given test be 
what it may. 

As it was my objeA, in what I said before, 
to try doftrincs by the scripiun^ and not 
the scripture * by doilrines ; so, in treating 
on a subje^l so much more, indistinft 
and vague, I would endeavour to prove 
the necessity of trying devotional feelings 
by the scripture, and not the scripture 
by our feeUngs, which must always lead 
to error. 

Far be from me, however, the thought 
that would scan» and chill, and subdue, that 
holy and heavenly consolation, which the 
, Christian derives from the communion with 
his God, May every thought which lifts 
his heart above this scene of sin and sorrow; 
may every fueling which strengthens his re- 
liance on spiritual aid and assistance ; may 
every comfort which he derives from thi 
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Father of spirits ; still be inviolate and 
hallowed upon earth, till all hearts burti 
with one hope, and expand with one charity. 
My ohjedl would be to press on your atten- 
tion, that j^^/x/i^/ ^/o/i^, let theip be called 
by whatever name they may, are an uncer- 
tain and dangerous test of scripture truth. 
I would preserve, nourish, and invigorate 
them ; but I would keep them under the 
guidance of the written word. Coldness 
and fanaticism are equally remote from 
the language, and the spirit, of the bible. 
The text which I have chosen, viore than 
;iny other in the whole course of the gospel, 
implies a deep sensation, and almost super- 
natural emotion, of feeling ; and it has 
been adduced as describing the struggles 
which must take place in all ,men, before 
they can become christians ; in other wofds, 
{notwithstanding their baptism and repen- 
tance) before they can be completely rege- 
nerated. What grounds there are for this 
opinion, I shall leave you to judge, when I 
have explained them. 

, St. Paul says, the ** whole creation 
^* groaneth, and travaileth in pain till now." 
Now observe, in the first place, this 
groaning could not have been on account 
of SINS, for none were conscious of 
those sins, before the nature of sin was 
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brought to light by the gospel. The 
Gentiles were under sin, but knew not of 
it, and therefore could not •* groan" on 
this account ; and yet the whole creation is 
described as •• groaning" until now ; that 
is, " until Christ/' 

On this day, when we meet to comme- 
morate the confirmation of all that is dear 
to our anxious hopes, the certainty of a 
resurre&ion from the grave, in consequence 
of our Saviour having triumphed over 
death, which enables the christian now 
to say, ** O grave, where is thy vidory r" 
it may not be unsuitable to the day, 
and will be consistent also with my plan, 
at this season,^of explaining the difBcult pas- 
sages in St. Paul's Epistle, to lay before you 
the general fMtport of these verses. In the 
first place, because that they are obscure 
in themselves ; in the next place, because 
they have been misunderstood, in such 
a manner as, instead of creating hope and 
consolation, to . have been the occasion of 
anxiety and disturbance of mind. 

The diflGiculy of understanding them 
arises from the very strong expressions 
which the Apostle here uses, in speaking of 
that general dismay and agony of spirit, 
with which all sensible and intelligent beings 
contemplate the general doom of death. 
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wilder which, as the Apostle says^ ^^ the 
•* whole creation groaneth." 

Stronger words could not be well 
used to e)q>re8s that hopelessness and 
desolation of heart, which a thinking a:nd 
social being must have, who has not been 
enlightened by the knowledge . of revealed 
truth, and who loaks forward to the hour 
in which he must descend to that dust 
from which he was taken. Well might 
the Apostle say, ** the whole creation 
^* groaneth, and travaileth in pain, till 
** now?** Till when ? till the time when 
Jesus Christ " arose from the dead, 
and became ^^ the first-fruits of them that 
•* slept/' 

But the Apostle adds, not only the whole 
creation ffroaneth " until now^* but we 
JvLSo, who are the first called, who are the 
first-fruits of the spirit, ^^ groan within 
*• ourselves, waiting for the adoption, that 
*^ is, the redemption of the body.'* 

These expressions I conceive may be thus 
understood :-^Though still under the bon- 
dage of the flesh, and doubtless propheti- 
cally looking forward to a life of trial and 
afflifiions; knowing that he mustbear witness' 
to the truth of the resurrection of Christ,' 
'* tn stripes, in imprisonment, in periecu- 
** tion, in perils/* and ih view of the most 
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excruciating tortures, it is no wonder St. 
Paul himself thus exclaims, *^ even we, we 
** who are assured of the resurredion of our 
'^ blessed master; we who look forward to 
*^ a glorious inheritance with our Redeemer, 
^' still feel at times that deieftion and dismay, 
** which are inseparable from humanity.*' 
Even our Saviour in his agony prayed^ 
^^ Lord, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
'^ from me ! nevenhelcss, not as I will, but 
" as thou wilt/* St. Paul, therefore, might 
vi^ell utter expressions wliich seem to 
convey the idea of the greatest struggles in 
his mind. 

That St. Paul speaks of the general, 
doom of death in this passage,^will, I think, 
appear more clear, when you consider, 
that he says, he is " waiting for the adop- 
** tion, to wit, redemption of the body !'* 
He does not here speak of the redemption 
of the SOUL, but the redemption of the 
** BODY*' from that law of mortality, by 
which h is consigned to the grave; and 
St. Paul describes himself as waiting in 
patience for that time when it ^^ill be 
like his glorious body, who subdued all 
things to himself. That this is the meaning 
of the words will be still more obvious, 
when we read to the end of this chapter: 
after saying that the Gentiles were predes* 
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tined, as well those Jews, who should 
repent, and be converted, animated with 
the fulness of this triumphant expe£latio|i, 
looking back as with regret on the ex- 
pression of dismay, which, in the thought 
of present and future tribulation, had escaped 
him i he now exclaims, with a solemn and 
most impressive earnestness, ' ^ Who is he 
*' that condemnetb ? It is Christ that died : 
*^ yea! rather that is risen again, who sitteth 
** at thcri^ht hand of God, who maketh 
** intercession for us." 

Again, with language very different from 
that which he had used, when speaking of 
the natural terrors which oppressed him, he 
now demands, ^^ who shall separate us from 
** the love of Christ?" Then (as if thcpri- 
son and the swqrd appeared, in awful vision, 
before him) he goes on thus more eloquently, 

" SHALL TRIBULATION ? Or DISTRESS? Or 
*' PERSECUTION? Or FAMINE ? Or NAKED- 

" NESS? or PBRiL? or THE SWORD?" nay, 
*' in all these we are more than con- 
** QUERORS, through him that loved us ? 

Let us rccoUcft, when St. Paul i« de- 
scribed as ** groaning in spirit," it was not 
only from looking forward as a prophet to 
what he should suffer in the flesh, but also, 
in looking back upon his former life* Wc 
are neither looking forward to so painful an 
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end, tior back on a life, like his, which not 
only caused him thus «' to groan in spirit,** 
tut gave great reason for the humility 
withwhichhe calls himself /i&^ chief of sinners : 
For he was the greatest persecutor, ia 
the beginning, of all who profess that 
faith, for which he was now ready to die; 
and though he was a " young man** at the 
time, and took no adive part in the murder 
of the first martyr, Stephen, he says, he wjs 
•* consenting to bis death.** Few, therefore, 
can possibly say, that they were witness 
or consenting to the death of a fellow 
creature. But doubtless all have their 
ignorances, their infirmities, and their sins, 
to repent of and deplore. They must do 
this in the sincerity of their hearts j they 
must do this, to prepare themselves to receive 
the blessed promise of God's forgiveness, 
and eternal life : They must renounce all 
spiritual pride, and put on the purity and 
humility of children, bking, through earnest 
prayer, strengthened by that assistance which 
is derived from the grace and mercy of 
Him, through whom only it is said that they 
4:an do all things. 

So far the scriptures positively enjoin, 
whether our sins have been more or less ; 
but these things do not prove the necessity 
of oifr feeling those inward and supernatural 
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struggles/which, it is said, must take place in 
every regenerated heart, before it can wit* 
tiess what is called the •* new birih^' 

Some, whilst they think St. Paul is here 
speaking of the pains of regeneration, and 
the new birth, instead of the rcsuTteftion of 
the body, perplex themselves in vain, because 
they have not a clear view ofliis general mean- 
ing. They think they must wak, with sus* 
pense, dismay, and dejedion, for the hour, 
•when the spirit bears witness that they have a 
new-found " inteuest" in the Redeemer ; 
which word is not in the whole Gospel. I 
shall, therefore, take this occasion of saying 
a few words, expkmatory of the subjeft. 
And particularly in reference to the words 
of Jfisus CHRisTto Nicodemus, we ^^ must 
** be born again.** 

Recollcft the state of the Jews, as a 
nation glorying in their knowledge of 
Jehovah, yet always rebelling against Him, 
persecuting the prophcts,^nd stoning those 
who were sent unto them. Wrapt up in 
contemplation of their own spiritual privi^ 
leges,, and despising and hating all but 
their own nation ! they had need, indeed, 
of the warning voice of the Lord, that 
they must be bornagain^ to be called from 
the dead works of their rites and ceremonies 
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to the spirit of rigbtcousness and truth. 
And so have we and all, but when 
Jisus Christ says, ** we must be born 
^* again^* he speaks not of the necessity 
of the previous struggle and confli£l of the 
spirit, if this were necessary, it must 
doubtless have been more especially expe- 
rienced by Nicodemus himself; to whom 
Christ first speaks of this new birth ; but 
there is no account of his individual strug« 
gles, though he certainly became a disciple* 
of Christ. None of the Evangelists speak 
of these conflifi-s, except in such terms as 
is apparent from every part of the scripture 
compared together, imply a new life from 
the dead law, and a new birth to christian 
purity. None of the apostles, none of 
the disciples, are described, as at all par- 
taking in this kind of supernatural feeling, 
which some think to be absolutely neces* 
«ary, before we can truly " taste how 
** gracious the Lord is/* 

Now I do not like to go one step beyond 
the goipeU I plant ray foot on that rock, 
atid that only ; to the gospel I appeal : 
•* Whatsoever things arc commanded," 
tliesc observe, and do ; but I should not 
think it necessary to disturb myself on 
account of those things which are not even 
mcQtionedin the g0£{>el, and which therefore 
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have no other foundation than in the fancy 
or the credulity of man. 

In the New Testament, all is calm, sedate, 
and majestic, worthy the name of God. 
It might lessen our confidence in those, who 
think religion best expressed by violent 
and tumultuous feelings, to remark that 
the only charafters in the revelation of 
Jesus Christ so described arc those 
mho arc described as being possessed zv 
THE iviL SPIRITS, lustcad of that Spirit, 
whose fruits are gentleness and peace. 

The life of a sincere believer, of a 
humble disciple of Christ, is -not that 
of passions, raptures, or of deep and 
settled gloom; but of humble trust, of 
inward peace, and of holy joy ; knowing 
tha;t the ** light aflBHaion which is but 
for a moment, worketh a far more ex- 
" ceeding and eternal weight of glory.*' 
Christi£(&ity, indeed, has her communron 
above ; she rests on the rock of faith ; she 
lifts her eye to fieaven, but forgets not 
earth ; connefted with the one by hope, 
with the other by charity. St. Paul, 
even to the Thessalonians, who appdar to 
have been at the time under some par- 
ticular persecutions, writes, ^' rejoice in the 
^^ Lord alway^ and again I say rejoice j'^ 
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and in the next verse, ^^ let your mob£« 
" RATION be known unto all men.** 

Still, however, we muse remember that 
it is also said, *^ work out your salvation 
" wiih fear and trembling.** This joy, then, 
must be subdued ; this hope mingled with 
trembling ; this asfurancc marked with 
meekness ; this rapture with humility^ And 
as the sun, with silent but unceasing 
attraction, a^s on the revolving planets ; 
so also perpetual aid is required of GoD*s 
grace, to bend to purity and holiness the 
slow and reluAant will ! 

If, then, christians have so just a reason 
in general for rejoicing in spirit and in 
hope, how much more have they for the 
sober rejoicing of the heart on this day of 
the resurrection of our Lord, which may 
be said to consummate all that isvidtorioufi 
in christian faith. 

VJ'nh these feelings let us live, with these 
hopes let us^ die ; and may the grace of Al- 
mighty God enable all christians to become 
partakers of the same blessed hope and joy. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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SERMON VIII. 



iiOMANs viii. I& 



The Spirit beartth witness with our spirit^ that 
we are the children of God^ 



THERE is no subjeft wbich the subfimc 
system of Christianity presents to our 
view, mot^ important in itself^ and at the 
same time more difficult of dear explanation^ 
than that of the operation of the Spirit. 

To deny the '' witness*' of this Spirit on 
the heart of th^ sincere believer, or to 
endeavour^ by weakning definitions, to 
explain it away^ were to deny not only the 
express words of Jesus Christ himself, 
but the uniform testimony of his gpspel y 
and further, it were to divest reiigious duty 
of its most engaging and powerful aid. 
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On the other hand, to make any pre- 
sumed sensible operation of the spirit the sole 
or chief icst of the pcrfcftion of our faith^ 
is to aid the cause sometimes of delusion^ 
and sometimes of extravagance, very remote 
from the spirit of Christianity. On this day, 
when the Holy Spirit was first poured out 
on the disciples ; when plenary inspiration^ 
and tongues of fire, and fiifis, and miracles, 
witnesesd the chosen ministry of the cove- 
nant of grace and mercy ; in the conviAion, 
that, now all these supernatural aids are 
withdrawn, and the Scriptures have become 
the sole foundation of our faith, no man 
can have any other title to clahn the atten- 
tion of his fellow creatures, than that of 
the sincerest endeavours to* find the truth 
where alone it can be found unmixed with 
error, and then to expound it to the best of 
his understanding : On this day, T venture 
to cfiFer such observations, as the particular 
occasion, and thismomentous subje£lsuggest» 

My observations will of course be 
confined to what are called the ordinary 
operations of the Spirit ; and my objeA in 
endeavouring to throw some light, however 
faint, upon this difficult, x but essential point 
of christian doSrine, will be to enforce the 
necessity of guarding against two extremes ; 
lest by one of them wc might be disposed 
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totally to deny, or at least to contemplate the 
tSt&s of the Spirit with indifference; and lest, 
by the other, we should be led into theregions 
of undefined^ unsubstantial^ and unintelligible 

ENTHUSIASM. 

With regard to christian doctrines^ human 
schemes and systems have often perverted 
the pore simplicity of the gospel. It is the 
consequence of such schemes, that some 
points in the bible, not peremptorily com-' 
mandedj are magnified beyond their due pro- 
portion, to accord with the scheme ; they 
are thus considered as being the very- essence^ 
whereas in faft they may be at best indiffe-' 
rent ; whilst at the same time more essential 
points are overlooked or forgotten : So with 
resped to the Spirit,, and that deep senae in 
the heart of " faith that worketh by love;** 
without it all professions are but as the 
sound of •* tinkling brass ;." but pretensions 
to sensible manifestations of this spirit, are 
most dangerous when these pretensions arc 
made the only unequivocal test of true religion. 

Words in the gospel, that do not imply 
SENSATIONS at all, or only so in particular 
passages, are often considered as having 
reference alone to sensations ; and thus 
religion must depend on the more or 
less given quantity (which no one .can 
exaftly define) of these sensations. From 
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hence tiatnnlly flow all those feelings, 
possibly accompanied with the sincerest 
devotion, which, as they are not exa£Uy 
cognizable under any specific name in the 
gospel, have gained names to suit their 
characters, among different descriptions of 
christians ; such as '^ interests, influxes, and 
^' spiritual infusions/'* All these, and many 
more such words, are indicative of certain 
modes of sensation ; which, when they arc 
carried beyond the bible test, are common 
to all enthusiasts J whether papists or protest- 
ants ; and when they are brought down to the 
test of the bible, and divested of their distin* 
guisbing namesj are found to be no other 
feelings than those which every sincere 
christian acknowledges. The danger \%y 

• As Thomas Aquinas^ the old Roroaa Catholic 
schoolman, uses the word << experience" in a very diffe^ 
rent sense from St. Paul ; those who so constantly employ 
itt use in the sense of Aquinas, not of St. raul ; a a 
they constantly use the word '< assurance'* in the sense 
of St. Teresa, St. Francis^ Su Catherine, &c. not in 
sense ef the ** assurance of hope," the ** good foun- 
*^ dation of assurance," which all christians must have. 

I cannot help expressing some surprise that a pub- 
lication, coming under the auspices of the << Society foi 
<< promoting Christian Knowledge," should assert that 
<< denying the dodtrines of assurances" is a distinguishing 
error of the catholics* I do not know the authority for 
this assertion; butsurelythe << Golden Legend" is full of 
** assurances/' from beginning to end. 
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that one man \7III try another^inan's cfarlst- 
ianity by his own sensations. If there 
be ope circumstance in the gospel relating 
to religious, sensations, which more requires 
guard and corrcftion than any other, it 
is where the things which belong to the 
Spirit are spoken x>f. 

Now, without denying the witness of 
the Spirit on the heart, which we cannot do 
without denying the gospel, when such 
feelings are required, as are nowhere ckarly 
described in the Bible, and when we make 
these feelings the very test and proof of our 
being in the truth; then, I say, we are obliged 
to give up the only sure and certain ground. 

I do not fear to say, that to justify the 
extremes to which men have been led by 
insisting on /Z'/'i as an essential articleof belief, 
or on that J as an unerring testimony of the 
work of salvation begun in our hearts ; 
both, like those whose superstition they 
supplanted, leave the express words of the 
Bible, and try the Gospel by theirscnsation?, 
not their sensations by the Gospel. As the 
" interests'* of the modern baptists have 
no more authority from the Bible, than the 
purgatory of the Catholics ; and as predestina- 
tion, whether it be true or false, is no 
where, in no one passage of the gospel, 
ever required as an article essentially ueccs- 
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to believe ; so religious feelings are called 
a sure test of christian faith, for which 
there is even no name in any part of 
the Bible ! The sober diflates of the gospcf^ 
arc often forgotten, whilst the dreams 
and shadows of forgotten sefts are revf- 
ved under new auspices. Thus dispute 
must continue, whikt man is man^ for 
as no one can tell, whether one man^s 
sensations arc exa£lly the same as those of 
another, so all testfrnony drawn from such a 
evidence must ever be in its nature less easy 
of definition, than those things which relate 
to our BELIEF and actions. We havcj^' 
and must have, till we look to the gospel, 
and the plain sense of the gospel aldne^ 
disputations as endless as ideas are various 
and confused. 

To the test of the scripture, therefore, let 
us carry all these wavering and unsubstantial 
reveries ; before its steady and clear light 
they will appear like moats in the sunbeam^ 
But let us at the sanje time endeavour to 
cxamiae by that light faithfully what that 
light presents ; and be careful not to 
" quench*^* that holy spirit in the christian's 
heart, by which alone we derive aid to assist 
our endeavours^ animation to excite our 
hopes, charity to enlarge our hearts, and 
CONSOLATION to support our sorrows. 
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The word Spirit is used on upXvards of an 
hundred occasions in the New Testament, 
and in almost all with as great a variety of 
applications. In ^ome places it means the vi- 
sible presence of the Holy Ghost, as where it 
descended in the form of a dove, or where it is 
di^scribed as in the shape of fiery tongnes. 
In otherplaccsof the New Testament, it is 
used to denote the spirit of immortality, in 
opposition to the corruption of nature ; in 
some places^ the law of the gospel j in oppo- 
sition to the law of Moses ; the spirit of 
prophecy^ in others. In the words of the 
text, two things are evidently meant to be 
conveyed by the same word. ** The Holy 
♦ ** Ghost bears witness with, our spirit ;'*' ilrat 
is, as I conceive, the Spirit of God, the 
Holy Ghost,, for whose assistance we pray, 
bears witness, together with the improved 
tempers^ and purified dispositions, and ex* 
ahcd hopes of our own hearts, that we 
now arc children of God. We, in the ' 
relation of Christians, are become the 
children of God, by a new and more near 
relation, than subsisted between God and 
the Jews. 

The two senses in which it Is used in the 
text, I shall here consider a& clearly ex- 
pressing the ordinary operation of the Holy 
Spirit. No person of the present day^ I think. 



I 110 3 

Will be bold enough to lay claim to it, in the 
sense, and to the extent in which it was 
vouchsafed to the Apostles, and first preach- 
ers of the gospel. It was among them 
witnessed by efieAs no less miraculous than 
infallible, by immediate inspiration, by gifts 
of unknown tongues, by healing sickness, 
and by raising the dead. 

Infallible as some disputants think them- 
selves, in consequence of the degree in 
which they suppose they feel its awakening 
influence, and consider all beside themselves 
as unregenerate and unconverted j the boldest 
professor of sensible influences would not 
trust to them for enabling him to understand 
a single sentence of an unknown tongue ! The 
humble christian looks for the operation of 
the Spirit in a far different manner \ and 
without enthusiasm on one hand, or coldness 
on the other, he may feel its gracious eflfefts, 
in that aid from Heaven, for which he is 
taught to pray ; in that animation which up- 
lifts his desponding eye, from the toils of life, 
to that kingdom which passeth not away,, 
in that assurance"* of faith and hope, which 
almost consecrates his earthly career, and 
proves him, though a weary and perhaps 
friendless pilgrim on earth, destined for higher 

* I use *^a88urance,'' in the sense in which I conceive 
St. Paul uses tt» 
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ends, and a nobler state of being ; whflst with 
lowly heart, but lively hope, and composed 
joy, he presses on, through trials, and tempt« 
ations, and sorrows, to immortality and glory. 

Such assistance from the Holy Spirit the 
humblest christian may with confidence 
expe6^ ; and in such a manner, its assistance 
is promised to us and to our children, 
and ^' to ally as the Apostle says, that arc 
** afar qffl^* To all in every age, who, 
trusting to no merits of their own, place their 
hopes only in the mercy oF their Redeemer, 
and the assistance of the divine grace* 

In what follows, I shall endeavour to 
shew by what signs and tokens, in ordinary 
cases, the gifts of the Spirit may be best 
* ascertained and distinguished. 

Let me here press on your attention 
the recolleflion that the first visible ap» 
pearance of the Holy Spirit.was in the fornir 
oi a dove J to denote xhzx. gentleness which was. 
to be the charader|stic of christians m 
general. In union with this description, 
must be its fruits. "The wisdom thai 
** is from above^ is first pure, then peaceable ^ 
** gentle y and easy to be" entreated, full of 
*' mercy and good fruits^ without partiality, 
** and — without hypocrisy;'* that is, without 
any pretensions to it, which will not abide the 
test of scripture. The Apostle further says. 
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" the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace^ 
•* long-sfuffcring, gentleness^ goodness ^ faithy 
** meekness y and temperance** These defi- 
nitions of the fruits and cffcfts of the Holy 
Spirit are clear and decisive. It is an obser- 
vation which I think may be made in general 
on the New Testament, that whereany words 
are used, which relate to the feelings or sen- 
sations ^ the Apostle, and Jesus Christ 
himself, seem solicitous to prevent the possi- 
bility of misconception, or misunderstanding. 
So when Christ says, ** God is a spirit, and 
** they who worship him, must worship hittr 
" in spirit ;" he adds, " and in truth !" as if 
this word were coupled, that mere spiritual 
claims might be submitted to the inves- 
tigation of truths and all rhapsodies of 
devotion brought to the sure criterion of 
the express word of God* So it is said, zs 
if the danger was foreseen, *' believe not, 
** but try the spirits whether they are of 
" God ;*' that is, examine whether they 
are eviuced by that charaf^er which is 
unerring, and those fruits which the Apostle 
elsewhere so explicitly and clearly describes. 
In like manner, when he uses so complex a. 
word as /oy^ to guard it from mistake, he 
adds, •• peace in believing." 

" The kingdom of God is righteousness, 
" and feacey and joy in the Holy Spirit :'* 
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and again, " Now the God of hope fill you 
*' with all joy and peace^ in believing that 
** ye may abound in hope^ through, the 
" power of the Holy Ghost !" 

In these instances, and many others, so 
cautious does the Apostle seem to prevent 
the efFefts of mistaken enthusiasm, that he 
accurately defines the words, when he speaks 
oi spiritual devotion.^ 

Now while we pray for God's assrstancc 
to gain the fruits of ^the Spirit, meekness^ 
lowliness, gentleness, kindness ; let not 
our hearts condemn us, if we may i^ot 
' have those alternate fits of assurance and 
despair, of which neither Christ nor his 
apostles have spoken* 

** If we say that the Spirit bears witness 
** with our spirit,** let us ask, ** whether 
•* our spirit bears witness also ?" Whether 
our heart and our conscience bear witness, 
that, as meek and blameless *' children of 
** God,'* we have those infaHiblc signs 
which we must have, if our spirit bears 
indeed witness, -" the marks of humility and 
*• charity/' The communion of man with his 
Maker is that of silence, and submission^ 
and awe ; not of presumptuous and familiar 
assurances. When St. Paul uses the words 

* The same text which diredls us to be << fervent in 
*^ spirit," also dittos us to be « not slothful in bumui** 
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•' full assurance/* for fear they might lead to 
spiritual presumptioUy he cautiously adds^ the 
" fill! assurance" of " faith ;*' and in ano- 
thcr place, the " fall assurance" of " hope I" 
. Let us never remove our eyes from the 
sober examples in the word of God. Those 
who make their own tempers^ or their owa 
passions^ their Gospel, use the same lan- 
gnage in all ages. Compare their language 
with the language of the Gospel. Su 
Matmew was called by Christ himself I 
He had the full inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, and after the whole scheme of 
the gospel was compleated, and the 
great Comforter sent whom Christ had 
promised, he wrote that Gospel, which 
now calls^ as with an audible voice froia 
Heaven, calls on me^ on you^ and on all. 
Compare his sobriety of language, with that 
of vain enthusiasts ! St. Matthew might 
have been that very publican that smote on 
his breast, and said, '' Goo be merciful to. 
*' me a sinner." Yet after he became a 
christian, a repentant, and regenerated 
christian, a disciple, an evangelist; where 
is the boast of bis experience I When, the 
names of disciples are given, so far froui 
calling himself *' sinner saved," to shew his 
contrition and deep humility of spirit, he 
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Still calls himself only " Matthew, the 

** PUBLICAN !" 

Man mast feel, and acknowledge, and 
lament his sins, his infirmities, and igno« 
ranees ; but let him look for hope and con- 
solation, and support, to the gospel, and to 
the gospel only. Let him turn humbly and 
steadily to that light. 

Let us not be guided by the assurances 
of any seft or description of men, further 
than as they shall be found, on strife and 
impartial investigation, to accord with the 
written word of God. 

Let us constantly compare our devotional 
spirit with that described every where in 
the New Testament. Let us *' put on the 
" ornament of meek and quiet spirit," rather 
than shew our religion by violent emotions. 
Hope and charity are emotions to a certain 
degree; all passions are emotions; but hope, 
and fear, and joy, and mercy, and affe£lion» 
and tenderness of heart, and brotherly love, 
and zeal, when they become cbristianj lose 
all their tumults, which become subdued, as 
under the very eye of God. 

By conforming our lives as nearly as 
possible to the precepts of the gospel, and 
regulating our christian condufl by the ex* 
ample of Him who was the author and 
finisher cf our faitb| we shall best make 
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our hearts a fit habitation and residence of 
the Holy Spirit; who, by purifying and 
sanfiifying our corrupt nature, will gradually 
Improve our souls, and render us fit for the 
communion of just men made perfeA, among 
the pure and immortal spirits in the regions 
of eternal bliss. 
Now to God the Father, 8cc. 
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6BSBRVATION8. 

Fttiih not a transient emotion. 

THE pious and sincere, though inconsistent, WxstlT ' 
was aware that the extremes of seraphic contemplatioQ 
and spiritual abstradlion were not in scripture. 

Speaking of those whom he calls << the still brothers 
<' snd sisters ;*' he says, << I can find nothing of this 
••kind in the gospel!" And yet he never thought 
<}( trying his own fasntingyoyingigraamngf and ravished 
'• brothers and sisters" by the same unerring test ; and' 
•he was ignorant that, in most instances^ the moment he 
iefi the language of the Bible^ the exadt parallel was found 
in the old Popish legends y before the Reformation ! 

•• The lore of God was shed abroad with pains so 
•• vioienti and yet so ravishing^ my body was almost 
•• torn asunder. I loved ; the Spirit cried strong in 
•• me ; I trembled^ I fainted; my soul was in the 
•• holi^ mount ; it had no thoughts of cominq 
« DOWN AGAIN INTO THE BODY." Modem Joumal. n 

Compare this first with St. Paul, and then with the 
St. Catherine, and say, which it is most like. •* Her 
*' burning lo've for Christ f her secret spouse, was so 
•* intense, excesssive^ and divine, that she was often siek^ 
" languishing, faint, and moreover consumed with pure 
•• love and offeQionP Life of St. Catherine. 

Faith is described first by the Schoolmen, if I am not 
deceived, as an emotion " of devotional rapture." The 
Apostles themselves could not have made a creed of 
SENSATIONS. They have done all that could be done» 
"by defining religious emotions as much as possible. 

If weliave established faith to be generally a deepcoo- 
Tidlion, an assured trust, a fixed principle, rather than a 
wavering emotion, at all events, it cannot possibly mislead. 
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When faith is said to ^ wwk by love/' another and 
more animated charadterisdc is added ; if it has more or 
less of doi^t it nnust have more or less of emotion ; but 
this emotion springs not from faith, but from the degree 
of doubt ; hence the Apostle says, ** Lord increase 
«« our faith/' but as «« perfedt love" c<i8teth out fear, so 
faith, as an immutable christian principle, like a majestic 
•ilent stream, as it passes on, shews no perceptible motion, 
and makes no noise. 

** Sternit inanem fremiium,** 

It is my intention to take every passage in the whole 
Gospel, which describes the passions : such as hope, joy, 
fear, love, &c.; reverence, compassion, charity, &c. ; 
and compare them with the passions described by modem 
evangelists, and ancient Popish saints:— >and to compare 
the same passions, and hallowed apostolic feelings, with 
the dignified and temperate language of the Church of 
England. The christian reader may then see with 
one view, which are most like, and most truly scriptural. 

I think it would be of service to truth, also, to place 
in two opposite columns, respedting dogmas of belief, 
what is said by Christ and his Apostles, and what is 
diredlly asserted in opposition^ by St. Augustine, Calvin, 
&c. There can be no gainfaying this mode of argu- 
ment. In this manner : 

Christ. 



« Suffer little children to 
'* come unto me, for such is 

« the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." 



Augustine. • 

" We must firmly believe 

** that infantSf dying in 

" original sin, shall be 

'* punished with eter- 

*• NAL FIRE !" &C. 

Some observations on this point by TertuUian, before 
he became a frantic disciple of ^^oncanus, are worthy 
of regard.! 



SERMON IX. 



ACTS xiii, 2, S. 



As they ministered unto tlie Lordy and fasted, 
the Holy Ghost said. Separate me Barnabas 
and Saulj for the work whereunio I have 
called them. And when they hadfasted and 
prayedy and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away. 

DURING the holy season which is 
passed, I endeavoured to make you 
acquainted with St. Paul's leading design, 
in writing the epistle to the Romans, and to 
explain some of the more difficult passages, 
which, when separated from the general 
argument, and considered by themselves, have 
been the occasion of much misunderstanding. 
To give a perfeft explanation of every 
word and sentence is not in my power. 



nor in that of any man ; for to do this, it 
would be necessary to be acquainted with 
all the objeAions which the Jews at that 
time made to St. Paul's doflrine. ~ This 
no one can know, as none of their writings 
have come down to us, and we can only from 
some opinion of the general tendency ot 
their objedion$ from this epistle. I hope, 
however, I have been able to make you 
comprehend the general purport of it, and 
also to understand the meaning of the words 
faith and works j election and predestination^ 
and other expressions, more clearly than 
you did before. In the following discourse, 
it is my intention to set before you some 
circumstances in the ministry, character, 
and condufl", of St. Paul himself, which 
may further assist you in understanding his 
writings, and which may be considered a 
proper conclusion to what I have before said. 

I shall call your attention, not to any 
opinions of my own, but to what is plainly 
set down in the scriptures, leaving the scrip- 
tures (by which test wc are always ready to 
abide) to speak for themselves. 

The first point to which I would call your 
attention, is the subjeft of St.PauPs ministry. 
You know that he was the most violentamong 
the persecutors of the disciples of Christ. 
You know, that he was miraculously and 
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faperaaturally converted, by a light shining 
round about, and a voice heard from 
Heaven, " Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
^* thou me ? And Saul answered. Who 
^' art thou ? And the voice answered, I am 
<« Jesus, whom thou persecutest.'* So far, 
all who hear must know, and also that he 
possessed the fulness of the Holy Ghost, and 
had the power of working miracles. But 
there are- other things, whicH, perhaps, few 
among you have considered, and of some of 
which you must be ignorant. 

You have never probably considered, that 
though St. Paul was thus miraculously called 
to the n^inistry; though the Holy Ghost was 
with him, " with signs and power;" though 
he was appointed by Providence to be 
the divine instrudor of the wisest in their 
generation, the renowned philosophers and 
wise men of Greece; though he was 
endowed with powers of^ reasoning and 
eloquence, such as made Felix tremble, 
such as almost persuaded Agrippa to be a 
christian, such as, even at Athens^ the 
most celebrated seat of Grecian learning, 
converted one of the chief magistrates 
from the worshipping of the ** unknown 
«* God," to adore that God who made 
^^ the world, that Christ who was risen 
from the dead s notwithstanding all these 
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cettftnoiifes to Sc. PmP^ mtnistrjr, be did 
90C take upon himsdf the office, t3i ^ he 
was regutarfy itrdam$d^ bf the in^skim 
rf bands'^ first, by that of Ananias, the 
dMciple, at Damascus, and as if this vas< 
tfot svfficieat, hj that of the prophets and 
preachers at Antioch, before he was sent 
to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. 

I shall leave yon to make any apph'cation 
which you please; but such was the f act y and 
such is the history of the gospel. 

I proceed to speak of another part of St. 
Paul's cbarafter. Not only was he miracu- 
lously called, and filled with the *< Holy 
** Ghost, and with power ;" but, as be was 
appointed to be the apostle of the Gentiles, 
not only the barbarians, but the Greeks, who 
were far superior in knowledge to any 
nation on the face of the earth, it was 
^Kpedient for his minist^ry, that he also 
should excel in human leai^ing. 

The other apostles were plain, simple,and 
unlettered ; and no doubt such men were so 
espetially called, to confound the lofty pre- 
tensions of the Jew, and to fast down the high 
look of. the proud and boasting Pharisee. 

But St. Paul, thoUi>h always speaking of 
his own human attainments, with modesty 
and humility, not even comparing himself 
with PIbto, Socrates, and the orators 
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of 6rPecoe; considering, also, all 'faat^attani* 
mentt as nothing, in comparison of the 
^tthjcA which engrossed all the fedings and* 
£icuitie6 of his soul, ^ Chslist, and him 
^^ crucified ;'* St. Pai^ was as .conspicuons 
-for his learning, as he was supematurally dis-* 
tingaished by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
If it were necessary more particularly to 
prove this, I would desire you to remember, 
that he himself says, lie *' was bred up at the 
^^ feet of Gamaliel '^^ and Gamaliel was the 
most learned of the Jewish teachers at the 
time. Of his general learning, there cannot 
.be a stronger proof, than that of his acquaint- 
<ance with the works of the celebrated writers 
.of Greece, whose words and sentences he 
spBietimes uses : as, in the epistle to the Co- 
xfothians, when speaking of iso awful a 
^ubjeft as the resarre£lion of the dead, in 
one passage he says, ^^ evil communications 
" c^Tupt good manners.** This is a line 
foom the works of a celebrated writer of 
Greece ; and not used in such a manner 
as if it was brought in by 'force, but mixed 
with iit. Paul's own sentiments in such an 
unaffefl-ed way, as must shew his intimate 
jbcquaintance with the works^ of the writer 
whose words he employs. 1 might add other 
striktag proofs, if it were necessary ; but I 
shall only mcncion one more circumstance, 
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with ^ich none of you, probably, are ac- 
quainted. The Apostles who preached the 
gospel first in Judea, being all illiterate and 
uneducated men, it might seem as if, in the 
case of Sr. Paul, as well as of his comp anion 
St. Luke, the idea was intended to be con- 
veyed, that HUMAN KNOWLEDGE WaS UOt tO 

be slighted, notwithstanding the gifts of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Besides his education at the ' feet of 
Gamaliel, and his instruction in general 
learning, let us enquire in what city St. 
Paul was born. Now, it is singular, he 
was a native of that very city, which, 
on aqcount of its excellence in literature, 
was admitted, and on that account alone, 
into the rights of a free Roman city. 
St. Paul says, he was born a free Roman 
citizen. In chap. xxii. 3, of the Afts, 
St. Paul says, " I am verily a man which am 
** a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city of Ciiicia, 
*^' yet brought up in this city at the feet of 
" Gamaliel, and taught according to the 
" perfeft manner of the law of the fathers, 
*' and was zealous towards God, as ye ail 
" are thi$ day.*' 
- In the latter part of the same chapter he says 
that he was a Roman, and free-born. The 
words are these, " and as they bound him 
^^ with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion 
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«* that stood by, is it lawful for you to 
^* scourge a man that is a Roman, and un* 
** condemned i When the centurion heard 
*' that, he went and told the chief captain, 
•* saying. Take heed what thou doest : for 
** this man is a Roman. Then the chief 
'* captain came and said unto him. Tell me, 
*• art thou a Roman ? He said, Yea. And 
** the chief captain answered. With a great 
" sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul 
" said, I was bom free.** 

Now, I have no doubt it would puzzle 
many, who do not hesitate to speak with > 
the utmost confidence of the most difficult 
parts of St. Paul's epistle^ and the. most 
mysterious doArines of redemption, to give 
a clear account of this plain circumstance. ^ 

How could he be born a free Roman 
citizen, when he says he ** was a Jew, born 
•• at Tarsus?** A very small degrccof learning, 
then, will inform us. It is so said, because 
he was born in that city, which, from its 
eminence in arts and sciences,* had re- 
ceived the privilege that all who were 
born there, were considered as free citizens. 
of Rome. This essential privilege to this. 
one city, where Paul was born, was granted 
by the Roman Senate ; and therefore he 
says, he was a ^^ free-born Roman.** 

* Strabo, as quoted by MoKri. 
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From these circomstance^ we may con- 
clude that St. Paul^ who was sent, as the 
great apostle, to preach the gospel in 
Greece and Rome, was as accomplished ia 
human learning, as he was powerful in elo- 
quence^ and moreover as he was supernatu- 
rally gifted with the power of the Holy 
Ghost. 

When he s^ys, he came not with enticing 
«< nards af matif s wlsdoniy^ be mears both to 
shew that the highest human wisdom at best 
if wofth nothTng-in comparison with the mo- 
iKhtoK and awfnl message with which he 
was- entrusted; andalso, that he neither sought 
cr studied those ornaments of ^eech^ in 
which the Grecians, a?bove aU nations, o^ 
celled. For he does not speak in tbi^ manner 
to the Jewrat Rome, but to the accomplished 
Grecians V sind the Thessalonians, Philjp^ 
pMans, Conmbians, and Colossiansr wttre all 
Grecians* So instroAed, so endowed, so 
oiiigbtened, and so in^ired, stood befons 
the people at Athens, the illustrious seat 
of aflibat was venerable in the arts, St. 
Paul, the apostle of qhristmnitv :* 
And imagination cantiot coiiecive a more 
exalted pi6hire, than: when he tlHts ap- 
pears, lowly but e&mmnnding^ yd\rt&\t^' 
his bearers from the worship of the •* i>iff* 
*K.NowM G*p'^ lo Hns tbatdwelletb in the 
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Heavens; pfcachmg the resurrection of^ 
Christ, and the immortality of thb 
SOUL, in seats rei>oWQed for ancient philoso- 
phy, in the schools of Platq^ who seemed to 
presage the first glimpseof the glorious light, 
among the statues, altars, and temples of 
barbarous Deities I 

If, then, these acquirements in St. Paul 
had their use, how much more may wc 
think human knowledge necessary, when 
none have now the power of working a mi* 
racle ; and we may add, whatever claim some 
may by to the supernatural diredion of the 
Spirit, none can hcinfalUble. because none is 
extraordinarily inspired f If they were so, 
indeed, no doubt, the Greek language would 
be as easy to them to understand and to 
itpeak, as the English : for the gospel was 
written in Greek, not in English ; and none, 
that I know of, can understand the Greek, 
unless he learn it. 

What, then, is it supposed, for a moment, 
that I can mean that all truths necessary 
for our salvation are not as clearly revealed 
to the unlearned as to the learned? The book 
of salvation is open to all, and all can read 
there^ and there only^ upon repentance and obe" 
dience^ upon faith in Christ, their title to an 
"inheritance in heaven/' which pas- 
seth not away. These great truths, the wildes t 
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savage of the remotest isle will be able to un* 
derstand in his own language; when the 
•* sound which is to go out into all lands y'^ has 
reached his car. These truths, the lowest 
as well as the highest^ the unlearned as well 
as the learned, may perceive and feel. 

But the use of knowledge is found, when 
things not necessary to salvation art brought 
forward as if ihcy were ; and not only as if 
they were^ but as if every body who did not 
believe this or that man's interpretation^ did 
not believe the gospel ! 

For this reason I have endeavoured 
to call your attention, not to what I say, 
but to what the scriptures say themselves. 
Having spoken of St. Paul's learning, I shall, 
next Sunday, speak of other parts of hit 
charaAer, which it may be of use to you to 
contemplate. In the mean time, I entreat you, 
never to look beyond the scriptures, being 
convinced that these, and these only, can 
make us wise to salvation. Now to God, &c« 
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SERMON X. 



ACTS xvii. 16. 



NoWj while Paul waited for them at Athens^ 
his spirit was stirred in him, when he sai» 
the city wholly given to idolatry. 

IN my discourse, last Sunday, on the 
ministry of St. Paul, I spoke to you of 
the powers, andlcarning, and eloquence, with 
which he preached '* Christ and him. 
** crucified/* among the ahars and temples. 
of the most renowned city of Greece^ 

In the following discourse, I shall putsue 
the subjeil, endeavouring to place before 
you some parts of his charafter, which arCy 
in theee times, most especially worthy our 
regard. 

I shall notdireft your thoughts to his ardent 
zeal, accompanied with unbounded charity;, 
the pains with which, he says, he exercised 
himself day and night to " have a conscience' 
*^void of offence to God and towards men;^' 
10 his humility, but at the same time, his deep 
conviftion of the sacredness and dignity ©t 



C 130 ] 

his office ; to his earnestness in enforcing 
every duty ftert ought to distinguish a 
parent, a citizen, a son, a husband, or man. 
But what I shall more particularly pres» 
upon your notice is that part of his cha^ 
rafter, by which be constantly shews, that 
he was himself the great original from whence 
he drew that exquisite pifture of chri:>tian 
Charity, in the thirteenth chapter of 
Corinthians, whilst he boldly, at all times, 
announces the tidings of salvation, in 
defiance of persecution, bonds, and afBic- 
tion ; whilst be at all limes shews himself 
deeply afFeftcd with the superstition and 
idolatry .of the nations amOng. which he 
sojonrned ; (as it is said in the text, " his 
'* spirit stirred within him when be saw the 
*• city wholly given to Uolairy.'^) yet with 
all these feelings, nothing appears more stri^ 
king than his studiousness not to give offence 
' m things indifferent^ among those who had 
embraced the common hopes of Christianity, 
howcverthcymightdiffer in smaller concerns, 
and though they might differ even in degrees 
of FAITH ; for he says, " Se that is weak in 
** the faith, receive^ but not jo doubtful 
" disputations/' 

Yon will sec this part of his charat^er in 
a stronger point of view, whefi you coDvsider 
how many religions disputes arise among 



oqr6elve9> and many ibo^i things indjffireni; 
though we believe ii> the same Q0O9 the. 
same Redeemer ; though wc have the $amc 
** hope of our calliDg^^' the same expe^atioa 
of eternal life, through the mercy of Him, 
'* through whom alone we^^^« do all ihingsi^*^ 
Now let us rccoUeft, that if St. Peter, himself 
inspired by supernatural wisdom, said of 
St. Paul, that he had written things ^^ hard to 
" be understood ;'* and that St, Paul says of 
St. Peter, '' I withstood him to his face* 
" because he was to be blamed :*' if, 
therefore, among men who were inspired;^ 
any misunderstanding in things of le^s 
momentous concern never interfered with 
the views in which' they agreed, and the 
love and charity which their profession 
demanded ; ought n#t this to be a lasting 
lesson to us ? Shall we contend for things, 
which do not concern our salvation^ when we 
agree in worshipping the same Lord, in rest* ; 
ing our hopes on ONsandthesAMESAViouR? 
It might serve to lessen our animosity, 
should we compare the christian world in 
which we live, with the idolatrous and 
corrupt world to whom St. Paul preached. 
Whatever publick or private offences wc 
.may deplore, I btiieve no man can cast 
an eye over a country, where Christianity 
has prevailed, with A\ its various se£is> 



and communities, and compare it with that 
world which has not received the glorions 
tidings ; without acknowledging how far 
superior, in every respect, is the world 
which has been enlightened by the common 
CREED OF Christianity! 

Yet when we read of St. PauFs invective 
against idolatry, and his injunftion not to 
•* conform to the world/' we apply all these to 
ourselves and our neighbours, as if the idola- 
try and corruption of theworld were precisely 
the same ww, as they were then^ and we do 
this with more asperity than St. Paul spake 
even of those that ** were without.** I would, 
therefore, set before you a short sketch of 
some of the vices and corruptions of the 
heathen world ; that you may sec, in the first 
place, how different thcmorals and manners 
of the most polished people were from curs, 
imperfeil christians as we are. 

As to the idolatry, bear in your remem- 
brance, that not only departed heroes were 
worshipped, not only statues were crefted, 
to represent some moral virtue, but to 
represent every vice which can defile the 
human heart — statues to the gods and god- 
desses of obscenity. On the altars of 
such god«, the christian* were commanded 
even by the mild indifference of the Roman 
government, if not to bend their knee, at 
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least to throw incense. The festivals of 
these deities were celebrated by frantic 
and infuriate licentiousness of every kind} 
—every decency of life trampled on ;— - 
rites of the most horrid description were 
celebrated under the name of ** mysteries/* 
to which St. Paul alludes, when he says, 
it is a shame to speak of those things that 
are done in secret." Such was the idolatry 
of the Gemiles ; and the manners of the peo<« 
pie might well be supposed to partake of the 
same charader. Here, behold infants, the 
fruits of unrestrained intercourse, left daily 
to perish by hunger, or devoured by doga 
in the street : there, view with indignation 
sports, in which men were called to fight ia 
public, divested of all dress, that those 
who were set colcjly round to see them dic> 
might witness the writhing of limbs, and 
contortions of countenance, which marked 
their last pangs ! 

. But why do I speak, in this place, of 
vices so degrading, of images from which 
we turn with horror ? To impress upon 
you, how much the world has improved, 
wherever Christianity, and especially reformed 
Christianity, has appeared ; and to excite the 
feelings. of tolcfation and charity to those 
who worship with diflfercnt views and 
ceremonies at the common altar of Christ^ 
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Enough there is donbtless to dcpbre^ 
and always xrill be, in pnblick manners, 
whilst man is as he is : but let os take 
care how we aim 2(1 impossibilities* We can 
never make men of one mind ; nor can we 
ever make all men purr, and holy, and kind, 
and hnmble, and meek, and charitable 
A certain qusloticy of moral evil will 
exist in the world ; but while we deplore^ 
and do all we can to prevent it, let us 
make a comparison fairly between the pre* 
sent generation and those that are passed : 
this alone would much soften our animosities, 
and enlarge our charities. Instead of this, 
when St. Paul tells us to avoid idolatry and 
evil communications, we look round us ! we 
can see no such idolatry, no such particular 
pollutions as Paul described! What then? 
we call every one idolatrous, because he does 
not worship exaAly with the same forms as 
ourselves. Thus we perpetually hear the 
command^ ^^ separate yourselves, come out 
^* from among them. San&ify to the Lord 
^ a peculiar people." 

Doubtless, in every christian country, there 
are many who shew, by their conduA, that 
they are christians neither in thought 
KOR HEART : but if among^mauy who are 
aduated by feelings of conscientious belief 
and ^uty; if among many who profess and call 
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sincerely to aA up to the cbaraAer ; if among 
these there are found such as confine alt 
** godVmess Mbeir own pinjhldj^* who hotd all 
but these whom ihcy call the Lord's feopfe, 
under the ban of a sullen and unsocial pre* 
scnption; who employthemselves in scanning 
the mote in their brother^ s eye^ without so 
much as thinking «f the beam in their own ; ' 
who wrap •thcnisclvcs up in a lofty con- 
templation of their own grace and favour in 
the sight of Heaven, -while they consider 
all others hurrying on, good and bad, moral 
and i'mmoral, in the broad way that Uadetb 
to destruifion ;— if such are found in a com- 
munity of christians, whether churchmen 
or dissenters, whether preachers of predes^ 
tmation or of purgatory ; I do not fear to 
say, that these are, of ail who make pre- 
tensions tochri&iian truth, least like christians \ 
whoever is converted or regenerated, these 

ARE NOT ! 

Let us, therefore, of whatever persuasion, 
cultivate peace, and love, and charity. If 
we separate ourselves, let it not be from 
those who conscientiously disagree in point 
of doftrine or discipline; but from those 
who seem lo be a^uated by no principles^ 
cither moral or religious. The varieties of 
christian worship, which do not affe£l the 
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great leading points of faith, and hope, and 
charity, let us tolerate and respe£^, as we 
would wish ourselves to be tolerated and 
respeAed. The principle of the R£Forma« 
TioM strikes at the very root of the princi- 
ple of HUMAN INFALLIBILITY 1 The 

Bible is, therefore, called the religion of 
PROTESTANTS ; Ict US havc this constantly 
in view ; not regarding tke letter only, but 
the whole spirit. With the cross of 
Christ before us, as we proceed on 
the journey of life, let the diflfcrcnccs 
that caused us to " fall out by the way,** 
be forgotten, as we approach nearer and 
nearer to that obje^i: of all our eanhly soli** 
citudes ; to these hopes only we can clings 
when all human comforts fail ; by this 
only shall we be enabled to reach those 
everlasting seats, that open in light beyond 
the darkness of the grave, through the 
path of love and charity on earth. 

*^ Glory be to God on high, and on earth 
•* peace, goodwill towards men^*' 



APPENDIX. 



Calvin, 



AS the act of Calvin, to which I have 
spoken in the Preface, has been sometimei 
considorcd as being rather the con fequence of the 
spirit of the times, than the temper of the man^ 
I shall let extradft speak for themselves. 

After Skrvbtcs had been condemned, Cal^ 
ViN, visited him in prifon, at:lhe wretched 
victim's earnest entreat]^, his aeony at the thouebt 
of the horrors uf his impending fate, are tnui 
defcribed by the pious reformer^ m a letter pub- 
lished among his works. ^* After his condcm- 
^' nation^ he appeared sometimes senseless, 
^^ belluana stupiditate, (with the stupidity of a 
^^ beast,) sometimes like a man lost, and when 
** his strength failed, he onlv could roar out, 
^^ after the^anner ot Spaniards, IVlercy, Mercy 1" 
Tantum Hispani more reboarit^ AJisericordia, 
Misericordia / 

This is the description by Calvin himself, 
without one word of human feelings^ or natural 
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compassion!!! Though the viflim had bcc» 
many years his familiar correspondent I 

Wiih re«»pcft to the work of Servetus, for 
which he was burnt, Christ ianismo Hestituto, 
it was puljlibhed without name ; and it was in 
consequence of Calvin's information, who 
sent tht* letters that had passed between himself 
and Servetus, that it was known who wa» 
the author. He was condemned by Calvin's 
means to be burnt, for one and the same book^ 
both by Papists and Calvinists. He Cdime to 
Geneva, having with difficulty escaped the 
fires of the Papists, for one n'ght onlj/, on 
his way to Naples ; and hired a boat to go 
up the lake early the next morning: but the 
vigilant reformer was on the watch, and says, 
^ ne was taken by his means, and he would 
^ do atl that lay in his power, that he should not 
•* escape alive.'* I forbear to add more, though 
^here is enotagb in the history of this restorer of 
** PURR cHRiSTiAMiTr/' to moke^ the blood 
Rm coMr 

. When h is said, which is indeed true, that 
Melancton gave his voice in favour of the con- 
demnation, it should be remembered that, during 
along Hfe, Melancton never uttered a aen- 

ti:ncnt) or did an act abhorrent from the mildest 
spirit of Christianity; andbeforeMBLANCToN, in 
this instance, can be condemned, (though God 
forbid, I should defend it,) it should be borne in 
mind, that the answer of Melancton was to 
an tx parte statement* 
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St. Paul, - 

A direA interference of the Spirit is remarka- 
ble, when Paul is " compelled to go to 
** Macedonia." 

This circumstance has not to my knowledge 
been remarked, but it appears to me to be one 
of the most extraordinary connected with his 
ministry. 

Why did the Spirit so positively commat)d his 
going one way, when he had mte ndcd to go 
another ? I presume this to have an obvious 
connedlion with his miraculous calling, being 
the mod learned of the Jews, and seledcd, on 
thisaccount, topreach **Christ crucipjkd" 
to the most learned and accomplished nation on 
earth. Hence he was compelled by the same 
Spirit, by which he was miraculously called, to 
*' go into Macedonia ;" and a more striking and 
impressive circumstance follows ; that, at the 
entrance of the most illustrious city of the most 
illustrious nation, the first obje6i which arrests 
his attention, is the ^* altar to the un- 
•' KNOWN GoDi" and this leads him (as if 
the whole of the circumstances were in mys- 
terious connection) to speak of that God to 
whom, obscure and unknown^ the altar was 
ere6led ! And from thence to instruct his hearers 
more fully concerning the nature of those high 
and holy mysteries^ to propagate which, through 
the most distant nations, he was ^' set apart i'" 



COTTAGE HYMNS. 



[A Tillafire School for the poor Children of 
Breinhill,Studley,&c. having been established^ 
and superintended, by the benevolent Mar- 
chioness of Lansdownb, near Bowood ; 
I was induced to compose the following short 
Hymns for their use : which of course are 
not meant for places of worship, but are here 
added, as having some connection with the 
foregoing parochial discourses. 



THE CHILDREN'S HYMN FOR 

THEIR PATRONESS. 

/^N GOD, whose eyes are over all, 
^-^ Who shews to all a father's care. 
First, with weak voice, we children call, 
And humbly raise our daily prayer. 
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And next to Her, who placed us here, 
7 he path of knowledge to pursue^ 

(O witness all we have — a tear,) 
Our heartfelt gratitude is due. 

Our parents, when they draw their breath. 
In pain, and to the grave descend. 

Shall smile upon the bed of death. 

To think their children have a Jriend. 



MONDAY MORNING. 



SUN^RISE. 

WHEN from my humble bed I rise. 

And see the morning Sun ; 
That glorious in the eastern ^kies. 

His journey has begun; 

I think of that Almighty Pow'r, 
Which caird it forth from night; 

I think how many, at this hour. 
Rejoice bensath its light ; 

And then I pray, in every land. 
Where'er Us beams are shed. 

That all who live, tnight bless the Hand, 
Which gives their daily bread. 
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NOON. 



IN want, in sickness, and in health, 

To every lot resign*d ; 
Oh! grant me. Lord, before all wealth, 

A meek and thankful mind. 

Though joys, like summer days, depart. 

Let not the just despair. 
For pbacb,OGod, is wherb rliau art, 

And thoo art every where. 

The Lord may give^ or take away, 
But nought our faith can move ; 

While we to Heav'n can look, and say^ 
Our treasure is above. 



EVENING. 

AS homeward, by the ev'ning star, 

I haste along the plain, 
I see the taper's light afar 

Shine through our cottage pane. 

My brothers and my listers dear^ 

The child upon the knee, 
Spring, when my has'enng srrps ihey hear, 

And smile to' welcome me. 
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And when the fire is growing dim. 
And all our labours cease, 

I fold my hands, and say my hymn. 
And " lay me down in peace." 



CUCKOO. 



THE Bee is hamming in the Sun, 
The yellow Cowslip springs, 

And hark ! from yonder woodland's side 
Again the Cuckoo sings ! 

"Cuckoo! Cuckoo!" no other note, 

She sings, from day to day ; 
But I, though a poor Cottage Girl, 

Can talk, and read, and pray. 

And whilst in knowledge I rejoice, 
Which heavenly trum displays, ' 

Oli I let me still employ my voice 
In my Redeemer's praise. 
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SHEEP-FOLD. 

THE Sheep are in the fold by night. 

And many a tender lamb. 
New born, and trembling with delight. 

Lays bleating by its dam. 
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On her long wool the dews are shed. 
She seems with joy to swells 

While tinkling as she bends her bead, 
I hear^ by nts^ her bell. 

So while for me a mother's prayer, 

Ascends to Heaven above^ 
May I repay her tender care^ 

With gratitude and love. 



POOR MAN'S GRAVE. 



THE poor old man is in his shroud, 
' His earthly toils are o'er. 
The world's dark tempest, long and loud, 
Shall never reach him more. 

So he is gone, where small and great. 
And poor, and hieh, and low, 

And Dives, proucTwith worldly state^ 
And Lazarus must go. 

May we perform our christian parts. 
That He, in whom We trust. 

May san£lify our humble hearts. 
And raise u^ from the Just I 

H 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

THE Sunday bells are knoliinr slew^ 

The summer morn bow fair f 
While father, mother, children go^ 

And seek the house of prayV. 

Some, musing, roam the church^yard round ; 

Some turn their head with sighs, 
And gaze upon the new-made ground. 

Where old Gborob Wiltshire lies. 

But see, the Pastor in his band. 

The bells have ceas'd to knoll ; 
Now enter, and at God's command, 

Think, christian, of thy soul. 

Whilst heavenly hopes around thee shine^ 

As in God's presence live, 
And calmer comforts shall be thine^ 

Than all the world can give. 



PRIMROSE. 



'TIS th^ first Primrose ! see how meek, 

Yet beautiful, it looks ; 
As good a lesson it may speak, 

wSis'that which is in books. 
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While gardens shew their flow'ring pride^ 

Tall lilies^ st^Klely rank»^ 
It loves its modest head to hide^ * 

Beneath the bramble banks. 

And so the little eottage maid 

M«y bloom unseen, and die j 
But she, when transient flofw'ret# fad^, 

Shall live with Chaibt on hi||h* 



HOUR-GLASS. 



AS by my mother's side I stand; 

Whose hairs from age are few and grey^ 
I watch the hour-glass shed its sand. 

To mark how wears the night away, ' 

Her sighty by years, is now decay'd ; 

The spe^acles, to aid her eyes, 
Upon the BiBLE-LKAF are Uid^ 

That open in the wl^idow lie». 

Though age must many ills endure^ 

As time for ever rum away, 
This shews her christian comforts sure^ 

And l^d» to Hedr'n'ft cieriiai day^ 

Ha..'. 
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BIRD'8-NEST. 



IN yonder brake there is a nest, 
But come not, George, too nigh. 

Lest the poor mother, frighten'D thence, 
Should leave her young, and fly. 

Think with what pain, thro' many a day, 
Soft moss and straw she brought ; 

And let uur own dear mother's care^ 
Be present to our thought. 

And think how must her heart deplore^ 
And droop with grief and paip. 

If those whom she so fondly lov'd^ 
She ne'er should see again. 



THE MOWER. 



THE mower sweeps his whistling blade» 
Where green the meadow erows, 

The honey-cups and cowslips fade. 
All scatter'd as he goes. 

So toiling time, as in despite 

Of youth's delightful hours. 
Sweeps on, resistless in his might, ^ 

And mows the fairest flowers. 



• It Wd I 

I gri^tve nod' fbr fhef #\vecf» that fftdef^ 
Since He ia whom 1 tvmt. 

Shall here protr6k, with heav'niy aftd 
And raise me from ihe dust. 



SATURDAY NIGHT, 

COME, let us, ere we go to bed. 
O'er the decaying embers chat^ 

Though little Mary hangs her head^ 
And strokes no more the purring cat* 

And let us tell how prisoners pine 
In silent dungeons, dark and drear. 

Whilst in our face the embers shine. 
And all is calm and peaceful here. 

The English cot is free from cares ; 

But see, the fire is wasted quite ; 
Come, little Mary, say your pray'rs ;— 

Kiss, mother, kis& ! good night, good nightl 



SUNDAY NIGHT. 

« 

LET us utifold God's holy book^ 

And by the taper's light. 
With hearts subdued, and sober look. 

So spend the sabbath liight* 
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Where now the thoughts of anxious life^ 

Its guilty pleasures where ? 
Here die its loud and mourning strife. 

And all its sounds of care. 

Let other views our hearts engrofs. 

To our Redeemer true, 
Who seems, expiring on the cross, 

To say '* 1 died foe you." 



THE SWALLOW if RED-BREAST. 



THE Swallows at the close of day. 

When autumn shone with fainter ray. 

Around the chimney circling flew. 

Ere yet they bade a lon^ adieu 

To climes, where sooii the winter drear 

Shall close the unrejoiclng year. 

Now with swift wing they skim aloof, 

Now settle on the crowded roof, 

As counsel and advice to take. 

E'er they the chilly North forsake : 

Then one disdainful turnM his eye. 

Upon d red-breast twitt'ring nigh, 

And thus began, with taunting scorn :— 

< Thou houshold imp, obscure, forlorn, 

* Through the deep winter's dreary day, 
'Here. Bull and shivVing, shall thou stay, 

* Whilst we, who make the world our home. 
To softer climes, impatient roam j 



( 
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• Where summer still on some green isle 
' Rests, with her <weet and lovely smile : 

* Thus speeding far and far away, * 
' We leave behind the short'ning day/ 

** 'Tis true," ( I he Red -breast answer'd meek,) 
** No other scenes 1 ask or seek ; 
*' To every change alike resigned, 
" I fear not the cold winter's wind. 
" When spring returns, the circling year 
•'Shall find me, still con'ented, here; 
" But whilst my warm affections rest 
" Within the circle of my nest, 
" 1 learn to pity those that rofm, 
" And love the more my humble home/' 



CHRISTMAS-DAY, 



WHAT Angel-voices from the sky 

Proclaim a Saviour's birth ? 
"Glory (they sing) to God on High r 

Peace and goodwill in earth ?*' 

Catch the glad strain, ye Seraphs bright^ 

The gloiious tidings spread ! 
Wake, wake, to wonder and to light,. 

The slumbers of the dead ! 

Let the wide earth, from shore to shore^ 

One loud Hosannah raise, 
** Glory to Gu o, whom we adore, 

" Glory, 3Li\d Uymns of Praise I" 
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EASTER-DAY, 



WHO IS thii, that through the sky. 
Uprising from ihe wormy sod. 

Serene, in viftor majesty, 

Ascends^ascends to Heav'n, a God ? 

Satiour, Lord ! 1 know thee now I 

Mighty to redeem and save. 
Such glory blazes on thy brow, ' 

Which flings its radiance on the grave. 

Saviour, Lord, the human soul^ 

Forgotten every sorrow here, 
Shall thus, aspiring toirs goal. 

Triumph in its native sphere. 



THE TWO SAILORS. 



Written at Greenwich. 



WHEN evening listenM to the dipping oar. 

Forgetting the loud city's ceaseless roar. 

By the green banks, where T'A^Im^/, with conscious pride^ 

Refledts that stately structure on his^ide. 

Within whose walls, at their long labour's close, 

The Wanderers of the Ocean find repose. 

We pass'd in social ease the hours away. 

The passing visit of a summer's day. 
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While some to range the breezy hill are goae, 
I lin^^r on the river's marge alone, 
Mmgl'd with groups of antique sailors grey^ 
And watching the last sunshine steal away* 

As thus I mus'dy amidst the various train 
Of toil-worn wand'rers of the perilous main, 
Two Sailors — well I mark'd them — as the beam 
Of parting day yet linger'd on the stream, 
And the sun sunk behind the shady reach. 
Hastened with tott'ring footsteps to the beach! 
One led the other feebly by the hand— 
This could not see, and that could scarcely stand* 
The one had lost a limb in Nile's dread light } 
Total eclipse had veil*d the other's sight 
For ever! As I drew more anxious near, 
I stood intent, if they should speak, to hear. 
But neither said a word ! — he who was blindy 
Stood, as to feel the comfortable wind 
That gently lifted his grey hair-^his face 
Seem'd then of a faint smile to wear the tracet— 

The other (ix'd his gaze upon the light. 
Parting, and when the Sun was vnnish'd quite, 
Methought a starting tear, that Heav'n might bless» 
Unfelt, or felt with transient tenderness. 
Came to his aged eyes, and totich'd his cheek ! 
Thus stood they, but no word did either speak* 
And then, as meek and silent as before. 
Back hand in hand they went, and left the shore* 

As they departed through th' unheeding crowd* 
A caged bird sung from a casement loud. 
And then I heard alone that blind man say, 
** The music of the birds is sweet to-day ! '' 

I said, «• O Heavenly Father ! none may know 
•* The cause these have for silence or for woe I" 
Here they appear heart-stricken, yet resigned 
Amidst the careless tumult ef mankind. 
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** There is a world— a ruRB, vscuamtv ctmB» 
" Wbtrt- there is neither GKiEP,nor death» nor TiMk 1 
•• Nor loss of friends? Perhaps, when yonder bell 
'* Beat slow* and bade the dying day farewell ; 
•* Ere yet the glimmering landscape sunk in night) 
" They thought upon that world ot distant light I 
•' And when the blind man, lifting light hisliair^ 
*• Felt the faint wind, he rais'd a warmer pray*5 
«• Then si^hM, as the blithe bird sung o'er his headt 

** No MOAN WILL S141NK TO Mlf TILL I AM DXADI'* 
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Primed by Rtchard CmttweM, 
Bab Chionick OOcCySt. Jamc^'^trcer* 
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